STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
DEPARTMENT OF ADMINISTRATION

RoY COOPER MACHELLE SANDERS
GOVERNOR SECRETARY

November 20, 2017

Ms. Lynn Jarvis

North Carolina Department of Commerce
Utilities Commission

4325 Mail Service Center

Raleigh, North Carolina 27699-4325

Re: SCH File # 18-E-4600-0112; Amended Application of ABD Farm Solar, LLC for
Certificate to construct a 4.99 MW Solar Photovoltaic Electric Generating Facility
in Randolph Co. Docket #SP-4345, Sub 0.

Dear Ms. Jarvis:

The above referenced environmental impact information has been reviewed through the State
Clearinghouse under the provisions of the North Carolina Environmental Policy Act.

Attached to this letter are comments made in the review of this document. Because of the nature
of the comments, it has been determined that no further State Clearinghouse review action on
your part is needed for compliance with the North Carolina Environmental Policy Act. The
attached comments should be taken into consideration in project development.

Sincerely,
) et
Crystal Best
State Environmental Review Clearinghouse
Attachments
cc: Region G
Mailing Address: Telephone: (919) 807-2425 Location:
NC DEPARTMENT OF ADMINISTRATION Fax: (919) 733-9571 116 WEST JONES STREET

1301 MAIL SERVICE CENTER COURIER #51-01-00 RALEIGH, NORTH CAROLINA
RALEIGH, NC 27699-1301 Email: state.clearinghouse@doa.nc.gov

Website:
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NORTH CAROLINA STATE CLEARINGHOUSE

DEPARTMENT OF ADMINISTRATION >

__~ INTERGOVERNMENTAL REVIEW o

COUNTY: RANDOLPH H11: ENERGY RELATED STATE NUMBER:  18-E-4600-011%
FACILITIES/ACTIVITIES DATE RECEIVED: 10/12/2017

AGENCY RESPONSE: 11/08/2017 Es

REVIEW CLOSED: 11/13/2017 E

™

O

MS LYN HARDISON

CLEARINGHOUSE COORDINATOR

DEPT OF ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY
GREEN SQUARE BUILDING - MSC # 1601
RALEIGH NC

REVIEW DISTRIBUTION

DEPT OF AGRICULTURE

DEPT OF ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY

DEPT OF NATURAL & CULTURAL RESQURCE

DEPT OF TRANSPORTATION

DNCR - NATURAL HERITAGE PROGRAM

DPS - DIV OF EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT

PIEDMONT TRIAD REGIONAL COUNCIL

PROJECT INFORMATION

APPLICANT: North Carolina Department of Commerce

TYPE: State Environmental Policy Act
Environmental Review

Nov 21 2017

DESC: Amended Application of ABD Farm Solar, LLC for Certificate to construct a 4.99 Mw
Solar Photovoltaic Electric Generating Facility in Randolph Co. Docket #SP-4345,
Sub 0. - View document at
http://starwl.ncuc.net/NCUC/portal/ncuc/page/Dockets/portal.aspx, Type SP-4345
Sub 0 in the Docket Number search line.

Located at 3224 US Highway 64, Asheboro, NC

Amended due to the addition of a permanent access road to the site plan.

CROSS-REFERENCE NUMBER: 15-E-4600-0020 18-E-4600-0038

The attached project has been submitted to the N. C. State Clearinghouse for
intergovernmental review. Please review and submit your response by the above
indicated date to 1301 Mail Service Center, Raleigh NC 27699-1301.

If additional review time is needed, please contact this office at (919)807-2425.

AS A RESULT OF T REVIEW THE ,JFOLLOWING IS SUBMITTED: [:] NO COMMENT [:] COMMENTS ATTACHED

SIGNED BY: 24/ é DATE: Alﬂ([r /13 3017




NORTH CAROLINA STATE CLEARINGHOUSE
DEPARTMENT OF ADMINISTRATION

INTERGOVERNMENTAL REVIEW

COUNTY : RANDOLPE H1l: ENERGY RELATED STATE NUMBER: 18-F-4600-0127
FACILITIES/ACTIVITIES DATE RECEIVED: 10/12/2017
AGENCY RESPONSE: 11/08/2017
REVIEW CLOSED: 11/13/2017

MS RENEE GLEDHILL-EARLEY
CLEARINGHOUSE COORDINATOR

DEPT OF NATURAL & CULTURAL RESOURCE
STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICE
MSC 4617 - ARCHIVES BUILDING
RALEIGH NC

REVIEW DISTRIBUTION

DEPT OF AGRICULTURE
DEPT OF ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY )
DEPT OF NATURAL & CULTURAL RESOURCE (: P%

DEPT OF TRANSPORTATION @ (e

DNCR - NATURAL HERITAGE PROGRAM {0~ 30O %7
DPS - DIV OF EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT }4 kkL/

PIEDMONT TRIAD REGIONAL COUNCIL

PROJECT INFORMATTION 3 3
APPLICANT: North Carolina Department of Commerce Ehkﬁ‘ {C>/é3!

TYPE: State Environmental Policy Act
Environmental Review

DESC: Amended Application of ABD Farm Solar, LLC for Certificate to construct a 4.99 MW
Solar Photovoltaic Electric Generating Facility in Randolph Co. Docket #SP-4345,
Ssub 0. - View document at
http://starwl.ncuc.net/NCUC/portal/necuc/page/Dockets/porcal .aspx, Type SP-4345
Sub 0 in the Docket Number search line.

Located at 3224 US Highway 64, Asheboro, NC

Amended due to the addition of a permanent access road to the site plan.

CROSSE-REFERENCE NUMBER: 15-E-4600-0020 18-E-4606-0038

The attached project has been submitted to the N. C. State Clearinghouse for
intergovernmental review. Please review and submit your response by the above
indicated date to 1301 Mail Service Center, Raleigh NC 27699-1301.

If additional review time is needed, please contact this office at (919)807-2425.

AS A RESULT OF THIS REVIEW THE FOLLOWING IS SUBMITTED: EEi.NO COMMENT [:] COMMENTS ATTACHED

T @&; &Juﬂ;@c}@_;&wj{ are: ({3 [F
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NORTH CAROLIN2Z STATE CLEARINGHOUSE
DEPARTMENT OF ADMINISTRATION

INTERGOVERNMENTAL REVIEW

COUNTY : RANDOLPH H11: ENERGY RELATED STATE NUMBER: 18-E~4660-0112
FACTLITTES/ACTIVITIES DATE RECEIVED: 10/12/2017
AGENCY RESPONSE: 11/08/2017
REVIEW CLOSED: 12/13/2017

MR JOSEPH HUDYNCIA

CLEARTNGHOUSE COORDINATOR

DEPT OF AGRICULTURE

1001 MSC - AGRICULTURE BLDG

RATETGH NC

REVIEW DISTRIBUTION

DEPT OF AGRITULTURE

DEPT QF ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY

DEPT OF NATURAL: & CULTURAL RESQURCEH

DEPT OF TRANSPORTATION

DNCR - NATURAL HERITAGE PROGRAM

DPS - DIV QF EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT

PIEDMONT TRIAD REGIONAL COUNCIL

PROJECT INFORMATION

APPLICANT: North Carolina Department of Commerce

TYDE: State Environmental Policy Act
Environmental Review

DESC: Amended Application of ABD Farm Solar, LLC for Certificate to construct a 4.99 MW
Sclar Photovoltaic Electric Generating Facility in Randolph Co. Docket #SP-4345,
Sub C. - View document at
http://starw..ncuc.ne</NCUC/portal /ncuc/page/Dockets/portal .aspx, Type SP-4345
Suk € in the Docket Number search line.

Located at 3224 US Highway 64, Asheboro, NC

amended due to the addition of a permanent access road to the site plan.

CROSS5-RFFERENCE NUMBER: 15-E-4600-0020 18-FE-4600-0038

The attached proiect has been submitted to the N. C. State Clearinghouse for
intergovernmental review. Please review and submit your response by the abovs
indicated date to 1301 Mail Service Center, Raleigh NC 27699-1301.

If additional review time 1s needed, please contact this cifice ac (919)89}—2425.

V]

AS A RESULT OF THIS REVIEW THE FOLOOWING IS SUSMITTED: [ ] no commnr /| commnrs arTacsED

\ A N\ )
3 \‘; \ N\ A T
SIGNED BY: N\ \.,3&\ \\J\)\r’%:‘:"—_ pate: |© S0 / 20 / f’
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Dr. Richard Reich North Carolina Department of-Agrlculture Joseph Hudyncia
Assistant Commissioner and Consumer SCWICCS Environmental Programs

Agricultural Services

Crystal Best

State Clearinghouse

N.C. Department of Administration
1301 Mail Service Center

Raleigh, North Carolina 27699-1301

RE: S# 18-E-4600-0112
October 30, 2017

Dear Ms. Best:

The proposed ground-mounted photovoltaic electric generating facility has the potential to negatively impact
agricultural, environmental and economic balance in the immediate area. As farmiand is removed from production, the
associated potential for providing food and fiber for a growing population is reduced; and with it a substantial amount of
associated, recurring economic activity generated by farming dollars. Development of all types continues to be a threat to
one of the state’s most valuable natural resources — farmland.

if impilementation of the solar project moves forward on this tract of land, we encourage conservation of highly
productive soils for their best use, i.e. agriculture, and we encourage the developer to locate solar instaliations on less
productive sites located on this tract if possible. Prioritization of sites based on potential agricultural productivity may help
mitigate some of the impact of this type of development.

Additionaily, the use of best practices in construction and maintenance of the facility are encouraged to ensure that the
productive capabilities of the land for any future agricultural activity is maintained and the integrity of unigue or sensitive
habitats is not destroyed. It is also recommended that a decommissioning pian that clearly defines the responsible party,
process, time-line, and specific responsibilities {including restoration to prior condition) is incorporated.

We have cross-referenced the parcel for existing easements related to agriculture and found no CREP conservation
easements, swine buyout easements, ADFP easements, plant conservation easements or plant conservation priority sites on
the subject property.

Respectfully,

;‘N\\U’ \

loseph Hudyncia

Environmental Programs \
NCDA&CS
joseph.hudyncia@ncagr.gov

E-mail; Richard.Reich@ncagr.gov
1001 Mait Service Center, Raleigh, North Carolina, 27693-1001 (918) 707-30156 ® Fax (919) 733-1141
An Equat Opportunity Employer
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NORTH CAROLINA STATE CLEARINGHOUSE

DEPARTMENT OF ADMINISTRATION E

INTERGOVERNMENTAL REVIEW 8

COUNTY: RANDOLPH H11: ENERGY RELATED STATE NUMBER: 18-E-4600-0112_4
FACILITIES/ACTIVITIES DATE RECEIVED: 10/12/2017 <

AGENCY RESPONSE: 11/08/2017 O

REVIEW CLOSED: 11/13/2017 t

(o]

MS CINDY WILLIAMS

CLEARINGHOUSE COORDINATOR

DPS - DIV OF EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT
FLOODPLAIN MANAGEMENT PROGRAM

4218 MATL SERVICE CENTER =
RALETIGH NC ~
REVIEW DISTRIBUTION 3ECEIVED =~
DEPT OF AGRICULTURE DG‘Cretary,s 2
DEPT OF ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY 0CT 19 Joih =
DEPT OF NATURAL & CULTURAIL RESOURCE

DEPT OF TRANSPORTATION Office

DNCR - NATURAL HERITAGE PROGRAM D0A

DPS - DIV OF EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT

PIEDMONT TRIAD REGIONAL COUNCIL

PROJECT INFORMATION

APPLICANT: North Carolina Department of Commerce

TYPE: State Envircnmental Policy Act
Environmental Review

DESC: Amended Application of ABD Farm Solar, LLC for Certificate to construct a 4.99 MW
Solar Photovoltaic Electric Generating Facility in Randolph Co. Docket #SP-4345,
Sub 0. - View document at
http://starwl.ncuc.net/NCUC/portal /ncuc/page/Dockets/portal.aspx, Type SP-4345
Sub 0 in the Docket Number search line.

Located at 3224 US Highway 64, Asheboro, NC

Amended due to the addition of a permanent access road to the site plan.

CROSS-REFERENCE NUMBER: 15~E-4600-0020 18-E-4600-0038

The attached project has been submitted to the N. C. State Clearinghouse for
intergovernmental review. Please review and submit your response by the above
indicated date to 1301 Mail Service Center, Raleigh NC 27699-1301.

If additional review time is needed, please contact this office at (919)807-2425.

AS A RESULT OF THIS REVIEW THE FOLLOWING IS SUBMITTED:qEE}’ﬁb COMMENT [:] COMMENTS ATTACHED

STIGNED BY: Wu« DATE : éO//M;
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NORTH CAROLINA STATE CLEARINGHOUSE \MMM@L&L

DEPARTMENT OF ADMINISTRATION /Z/Wflf/ E
INTERGOVERNMENTAL REVIEW O
COUNTY: RANDOLPH H11l: ENERGY RELATED STATE NUMBER: 18—E—4600—01123
FACILITIES/ACTIVITIES DATE RECEIVED: 10/12/2017 <&
AGENCY RESPONSE: 11/08/2017 O
REVIEW CLOSED: 11/13/2017 E
O
MS CARRIE ATKINSON RECEIV
CLEARINGHOUSE COORDINATOR SeC"eta ISJ
DEPT OF TRANSPORTATION 0T 19
STATEWIDE PLANNING - MSC #1554 s 2017
RALEIGH NC Office
REVIEW DISTRIBUTION Do

DEPT OF AGRICULTURE

DEPT OF ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY

DEPT OF NATURAL & CULTURAL RESOURCE

DEPT OF TRANSPORTATION

DNCR - NATURAL HERITAGE PROGRAM

DPS - DIV OF EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT

PIEDMONT TRIAD REGIONAL COUNCIL

PROJECT INFORMATION

APPLICANT: North Carolina Department of Commerce

TYPE: State Environmental Policy Act
Environmental Review

Nov 21 2017

DESC: Amended Appilication of ABD Farm Solar, LLC for Certificate to construct a 4.99 Mw
Solar Photovoltaic Electric Generating Facility in Randolph Co. Docket #SP-4345,
Sub 0. - View document at
http://starwl.ncuc.net/NCUC/portal /ncuc/page/Dockets/portal.aspx, Type SP-4345
Sub 0 in the Docket Number search line.

Located at 3224 US Highway 64, Asheboro, NC

Amended due to the addition of a permanent access road to the site plan.

CROSS-REFERENCE NUMBER: J15-E-4600-0020 18-E-4600-0038

The attached project has been submitted to the N. C. State Clearinghouse for
intergovernmental review., Please review and submit your response by the above
indicated date to 1301 Mail Service Center, Raleigh NC 27699-1301.

If additional review time is needed, please contact this office at (919)807-2425.

AS A RESULT OF THIS REVIEW THE FOLLOWING IS SUBMITTED: [:] NG COMMENT [EE/EOMMENTS ATTACHED

SIGNED BY: / /('/_/% DATE: (01817
(4




STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

ROy COOPER JAMES H. TROGDON, I
GOVERNCR SECRETARY

October 18, 2017

MEMORANDUM TO: NC State Clearinghouse
Administrative Building, 5th Floor, Room #5106

FROM: Hemang M. Surti, PE ~ HMS
Transportation Engineer
Triad and Forecasting Planning Group — Transportation Planning Branch

SUBJECT: 18-E-4600-0112

These are comments from the NCDOT — Transportation Planning Branch regarding North Carolina
State Clearinghouse of Administration Intergovernmental Review #18-E-4600-0112.

US 64, near the project area, traveling east to west transitions from an existing 5 lane major
thoroughfare to a 4 lane divided expressway. It is recommended within the Asheboro
Comprehensive Transportation Plan (adopted by NCBOT on March 6, 2014) to be upgraded to
freeway standards with a nearby proposed interchange at US 64 and the Asheboro Southern
Bypass. These improvements have the potential to affect the project area.

Please see the attached CTP map which includes the proposal. The CTP maps can be viewed
online at

https://connect.ncdot.gov/projects/planning/Pages/Comprehensive-Transportation-
Plans.aspx?county=randolph

If you have any further questions, please do not hesitate to contact me at 919-707-0989 or email at
hmsurti@ncdot.gov .

Attachment:
Asheboro CTP Highway Map

Mailing Address: Telephone: (919) 707-0900 Location:
NC DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION Fox: (919) 733-9794 1 SOUTH WILMINGTON STREET
TRANSPORTATION PLANNING BRANCH Customer Service: 1-877-368-4968 RALEIGH, NC 27601
1554 MAIL SERVICE CENTER

RALEIGH, NC 27699-1544 Website: www.ncdot.gov
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Freeways Other Major Thoroughfares
e EXisting

meRmmeEeE Noeds Improvement

EEEEEEEEE| Recommended

—— Existing nghway Map
Needs Improvement

EEEEREEERE! Recommended

Minor Thoroughfares
Expressways ———— Existing CITY OF
—— Existing Needs improvement , \SH — OI@
mewssesesmms Needs Improvement oo, Resommarded e

smumummE® Recommended FIGURE 1
() Existing Interchange Sheet 2 of 5

Boulevards (*) Proposed Interchange i

— Existing © Base map date: September 2012 Com p reh ensive

Interchange Needs Improvement .
Transportation Plan
Refer to CTP document for more details Plan date: November 20, 2013
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