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STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 
UTILITIES COMMISSION 

RALEIGH 
 

DOCKET NO. M-100, SUB 145
 
BEFORE THE NORTH CAROLINA UTILITIES COMMISSION 
 
      In the Matter of                             )        COMMENTS 
Rulemaking to Establish Procedure for     )       BY NC WARN  
Settlements and Stipulated Agreements  )          
 

 

NOW COMES the NC Waste Awareness and Reduction Network, Inc. (“NC 

WARN”), by and through the undersigned attorney, with comments and support 

letters on its petition for rulemaking on settlements and stipulated agreements. 

The letters, from several different states, demonstrate the need for open and 

transparent procedures for settlements before public utility commissions.  

  Further research shows no other commission has regularized its 

procedures so any rule promulgated by this Commission could serve as a model 

rule in other jurisdictions.      

        THEREFORE, NC WARN renews it petition and prays the Commission 

open a rulemaking docket to develop rules for settlements. 

 

Respectfully submitted, this the 16th day of September 2016.  

   

                     /s/ John D. Runkle  
_____________________  
John D. Runkle  
Attorney at Law  
2121 Damascus Church Rd.  
Chapel Hill, N.C. 27516  
919-942-0600             
jrunkle@pricecreek.com   

mailto:jrunkle@pricecreek.com
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                          CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 
  
 
The undersigned certifies that on this day he served a copy of the foregoing 
COMMENTS BY NC WARN upon each of the parties of record in this proceeding 
or their attorneys of record by electronic mail, or by hand delivery, or by 
depositing a copy of the same in the United States Mail, postage prepaid.    
 
This the 16th day of September, 2016. 
 
  

               /s/ John D. Runkle        
            _______________________  
            Attorney at Law                  
 
 
 

 

  



 

 

TO: State of North Carolina Utilities Commission 

FROM: Kerwin Olson, Executive Director, Citizens Action Coalition 

DATE: September 9, 2016 

RE: Petition for Rulemaking by NC Warn 
 

Citizens Action Coalition is a 501(c)(4) established in 1974. CAC has advocated for four decades on behalf of 

Hoosiers on issues regarding energy policy, utility reform, health care, pollution prevention, and family farms. In 

order to achieve the objective to protect consumers in Indiana, CAC’s activities include performing research, 

carrying out public education campaigns, organizing citizens, creating public awareness, lobbying legislators, 

intervening in utility cases before the Indiana Utility Regulatory Commission, and litigating when necessary.  
 

CAC has participated in numerous settlement discussions and negotiations over the years with multiple utilities. 

We strongly believe that our participation in those discussions, whether or not we ultimately agreed to join the 

settlement under consideration, dramatically improved the outcome and encouraged terms more favorable to 

the public interest by adding our perspective and our voice. A diverse and inclusive set of stakeholders at the 

table has been critical to ensure a just and reasonable conclusion.  
 

CAC strongly supports the arguments of NC Warn in their petition for rulemaking to establish procedures for 

settlement and stipulated agreements. Most notably but not exclusively the arguments that all parties should 

have the opportunity to participate in settlement negotiations fully and equitably. And that any agreement 

reached between only certain parties of a case may be useful in the Commission’s review, but it is only those 

parties’ view of what is in the public interest. 
 

I would add that CAC has successfully (and unsuccessfully) opposed settlements in the past, as we were afforded 

the opportunity, and were given ample time, by the Indiana Utility Regulatory Commission to conduct discovery, 

file direct and rebuttal testimony, as well as participate in public evidentiary hearings and file post hearing 

briefs.  A fair, open, and transparent process is a critical component to ensure a successful outcome.  
 

I can be reached by e‐mail at kolson@citact.org or by telephone at (317) 205‐3535 should you have any 

questions or would like more information.  
 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment.  
 

Respectfully, 

 

Kerwin Olson 

 





 

            

 

 

 

	
September 9, 2016 

 

Re: Model Settlement Rules in North Carolina PUC proceedings 

 

To Whom It May Concern: 

The Institute for Local Self-Reliance strongly supports greater transparency and fairness in settlement agreements 
before the North Carolina Commission. We believe that the public interest is served best when the principles and 
process of any Commission decision are open to public scrutiny and allow the Commission to use its discretion 
and judgment.  

We support NC WARN in its recommendation for model rules that would prohibit the use of fait accompli 
settlement agreements, non-disclosed side agreements, or limiting Commission ability to modify settlements in 
the public interest. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

John Farrell 

Energy Democracy Initiative Director 
Institute for Local Self-Reliance 
2720 E. 22nd St 
Minneapolis, MN 55406 
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