North Carolina
Department of Administration

Pat McCrory, Governor Bill Daughiridge, Jr., Secretary
April 23, 2015

Ms. Gail Mount
North Carolina Department of Commerce

Utilities Commission
4325 Mail Service Center
Raleigh, North Carolina 27699-4325

Re: SCH File # 15-E-4600-0511; Application of Whiskey Selar, LLC for Certificate to construct
a 4.99 MW Solar Photovoltaic Electric Generating Facility in Montgomery Co.
Docket #SP-5267 Sub 0.

Dear Ms. Mount:

The above referenced environmental impact information has been reviewed through the State
Clearinghouse under the provisions of the North Carolina Environmental Policy Act.

Attached to this letter are comments made in the review of this document. Because of the nature of the
comments, it has been determined that no further State Clearinghouse review action on your part is
needed for compliance with the North Carolina Environmental Policy Act. The attached comments
should be taken into consideration in project development, '

sincerely,

CrystalBest
State Environmental Review Clearinghouse

Attachments

cc: Region G

Muailing Address: Telephone: (919)807-2425 Location Address:
1301 Mail Service Center Fax (9195733-9571 116 West Jones Street
Raleigh, NC 27699-1301 State Courier #51-01-00 Raleigh, North Carolina

e-mail state.cleavinghouse@doa.ne,gov

An Egqual Opportunity/Affirmative Action Emplover
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NCDENR

North Carolina Department of Environment and Natural Resources

Pat McCrory Donald R. van der Vaart
Governor Secretary
MEMORANDUM
To: Crystal Best

State Clearinghouse

From: tyn Hardisnn&
Division of Environmental Assistance and Customer Service
Environmental Assistance and Project Review Coordinator

RE: 15-0511
Environmental Review ~Application of Whiskey Solar, LLC for the Certificate to construct
a 4.99 MW Solar Photovoitaic Electric Generating Facility
Montgomery County

Date: April 17, 2015

The Department of Environment and Natural Resources has reviewed the proposal for the referenced
project. Based on the informaticn provided, several of our agencies have identified permits that may be
required and offered some valuable guidance to minimize impacts to the natural resources, aquatic and
{errestrial wildlife resources within and around the project area. The comments are attached for the
applicant review.

if the applicant has any guestions pertaining to NCDENR permitting processes, please suggest to the
applicant to contact David Lee, Permit Assistance Coordinater, in the Department’s Raleigh Regional
Office, (919)791-4200 for more permitting assistance. The proposed project is located within his
geographic working territory.

Thank you for the opportunity to respond.

Attachments

1639 Mail Service Cenier, Raleigh, North Cardiina 2769%-1639
Customer Sarvice Toll Froe 1-877-623-6748 \ Internel www.nodenr,.gov

An Equal Opportunity s Affinmative Ackian Employer - Mage in part Dy recycled paper
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< North Carolina Wildlife Resources Commission <

Gordon Myers, Executive Director

MEMORANDUM

TO: Lyn Hardison, Environmental Assistance and SEPA Coordinator
NCDENR Division of Environmental Assistance and Customer Services

FROM: Gabriela Garrison
Eastern Piedmont Coordinator
Habitat Conservation

L e

DATE: April 13,2015

SUBIECT: Comments o Whiskey Solar, LLC Solar Facility in Montgomery County; Project
Number 15-0511.

Biologists with the North Carolina Wildlife Resources Commission (NCWRC) have reviewed the
proposed project description. Comments are provided in accordance with certain provisions of the North
Carolina Environmental Policy Act (G.8. T13A-1 through 113A-10; 1 NCAC 25) and the Fish and
Wildlife Ccordination Act (48 Stat. 401, as amended; 16 U.S.C. 661 et seq.).

Whiskey Solar, LLC proposes to cansiruct s 4.99 MW solar photovoltaic electric generating facility in
Montgomery County. The facility would be located at the infersection of Whiskey and Center Baptist
Church Roads, south of Candor, An aerial view of the proposed location suggests the project area is sited
on cleared land. If the project footprint is limited to the area as indicated, there should be minimal
impacts fo streams or wetlands. Solar projects should be sited to avoid impacts to wetlands, strearms,
riparian buffers and priority wildiife habitat,

Aerial images and maps indicate a tributary fo Drowning Creek flows north of the project site. There are
records for the federal species of concern and state-special concern, Sandhiils chub (Semotilus fumbee) in
Drowning Creek. There are also records for the federal species of concern and state-special concern, pine
snake (Pituophis melanoleucus melanoleucusy in close proximity of the property, The NCWRC offers the
following recommendations o minimize impacts to aquatic and terrestrial wildlife resources:

L. Maintain or establish a minimum 100-foot undisturbed, native forested buffer along each side of
perennial streams and 50-foot undisturbed, native forested buffer along each side of intermittent
streams and wetlands. Forested ripartan buffers provide habitat areas and travel corridors for
wildlife species. In addition, forested riparian buffers protect water quality by stabilizing stream
banks and filtering stormwater runoff.

Mailing Address: Division of Inland Fisheries » 1721 Mail Service Center + Raleigh, NC 27699-1721
Telephone: (919) 707-0220 « Fax: (919 707-0028
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Page 2

Aprit 13,2015
Whiskey Sotar, LLC
DENR Project No. 15-0511

2.

The solar facility will connect to existing utility lines; impacts to wildlife habitat will be
minimized by connecting along pathways that do not contain quaiity wildlife habitat, such as
cleared or agricultural land. If additional overhead transmission lines will be installed, measures
to minimize impacts o birds should be implemented. These can include increasing line visibility,
insulating wires to cover exposed connections and increasing the distance between wires 50 no
contact with ground or other energized wire can be made. For more inforiation see

hup:Awww. bws mov/birds/documents? i

Consider establishing vegetative cover on the site that is beneficial to wildlife. Please contact
Rupert Medford, District Wildlife Biologist, at {910} 571-9747 or rupert.medfordiinewildiife one
for information on developing a site-specific vegetation plan.

If pesticides or chemicals will be used for site maintenance, stormwater runoff from the site
should be funceled to bio-retention areas prior to discharge to streams or wetlands. Pesticides,
fertilizers and other chemicals should not be used in wetland areas or near streams.

Sediment and erosion control measures should be installed prior to any land clearing or
construction. The use of biodegradable and wildlife-friendly sediment and erosion control
devices is strongly recommended. Silt fencing, fiber rolis and/or other products should have
loose-weave netting that is made cf natural fiber materials with movabie joints between the
vertical and horizontal twines. Silt fencing that has been reinforced with plastic or metal mesh
shouid be avoided as it impedes the movement of terrestrial wildlife species. Excessive silt and
sediment loads can have detrimental effects on aguatic resources including destruetion of
spawning habitat, suffocation of eggs and clogging of gills.

Thank you for the opportunity to review and comment on this project. H { can be of further assistance,
please contact me at {910} 409-7350 or gabriela.rarrisoni@newildlife.org.

51N

Rupert Medford, NCWRC
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State of North Carolina

Department of Environment and Natural Resourees
INTERGOVERNMENTAL REVIEW -~ PROJECT COMMENTS

Reviewing Office; FR1290.00
1637.00

PRai6QNumber 15-0511
County MONTGOMERY

Due Date: 4/13/2015

Afler review of {his project it has been determined that the ENR permit(s) andier approvals indicated may need o be obtained in order for this project to comply with
North Carotina Law. Questions regarding these permits should be addressed to the Regional Office indicated on the reverse of the form. All applications, information
and puidelines relative {6 these pians and permits are avaitable from the same Regional Office.

Nosmal Process Time

PERMITS SPECIAL APPLICATION PROUEDURES or RECUIREMENTS {stiutory time Rinity
| ettt o st st S 1o s e e oot s oo i
into srla?l)e surfaa:e walers ¥ 8ing contracss. On-site inspection. Post-application technical conference usial {SD days)
. : : Application: 180 days before begin activity, On-site inspection. Pre-
D zfﬁfi”ﬂpem}; ::,g'53:2{5:::ritzssl:z‘riffr"::;arl:g ;Uor application conference usual. Additionally, obtain permit to construct G0-120 days
gischar i P?n:o state surface watets wastewater treatment facility-granied after NPDES. Reply time, 30 days afier {MN/A)
g ’ receipt of plans of issue of NPDES permit-whichever is later.
. - . . ) 30 days
E Water Use Permit Pre.appiication technical cooference usvaliy necessary (N/AY
; : Complete application must be received and permit issued priot to the 7 days
D Wil Construction Penmit instaliation of a well. {15 days}
Application copy must be served on each adjacert ripanar property cwner,
. . . On-site inspection, Pre-application conference usval. Filling may require 55 days
D Diredge and Filt Permit Enserent to Fill from N.C. Department of Administration and {80 days)
Federal Dredge and Fill Pesmit.
Permit to construct & operate Air Pollution Abstement App}icalipn must be su?.trmilled énd permit received.pr‘ior oo
D facilities and/or Erission Sourees as per 15 A NCAC construction and gperation of the source. I a pennit is requited in an 90 days
(200100 thry 2{3 0300) P area without foca] zoning, then there are additional vequirements and
i : timelines {20113},
{j Permit 1o constrzct & operate Transportation Facility as per Application must be submitted at least 90 days prior 1o corstruction 90 davs
13A NCAC (2D 0800, 2030681 or medification of the soorce. ’
D Any ppen bumning sssovtated with subject proposal must be
in complianee with 15 A NCAC 2001900
Demslition or renovations of siructures conlaining gsbestos
I:] material must be in compliance with 15 A NCAC 20.1110 ] 60 days
(a} (1) which requites rotification and removal priot (o N/A (30 days)
demaotition. Contact Asbesios Control Group 919-707-5950,
D Complex Source Pesmit requited under 15 A NCAQ
2D.0800
The Sedimentation Pollution Control Act of (973 must be properly addressed for any land disturbing activity. An erosion & sedimentation
2 conirol plan will be required if one or more acres 1o be disturbed. Plan filed with proper Regional Office (Land Quality Section) At least 30 20 days
— days before beginning activity. A fee of $65 for the first acre or any partof an acre. An express review option is available with additional {30 days)
fees.
D Sedimentation and erosion control must be addressed in accordance with NCDOT s approved program. Particular attention should be given (30 days}
10 design and installation of appropriate perimeter sediment wapping devices as well as stable stormwater conveyances and sutlets, :
i On-site Inspeciion usual, Surety bond filed with ENR Bond amount varies
D Mining Permit with type mine and number of acres of affecied land. Any arc mined greater 30 days
1nng than one acre must be permitted. The appropriate bond must be received (60 days)
before the permit can be issied.
On.site inspection by N.C. Division Forest Resources if permit exceeds 4 ¢ day
[T} Nerth Carotina Buening pertsit days (N/AY
, . . On-sile inspection by N.C. Division Forest Resaurces required “if more than
E:] ff,fg:?;S,r,offaige;\afgm\fﬁug'gﬁﬁﬂz 22 five acres of ground clearing activilies are involved. Inspectiens should be {lNd,iy)
: Banic requested at least ten days before actual bum s planned.” )
; R 90120 days
Oil Refining Facitilies NA (N/A)
If permil required, application 60 days before begin construction. Applicant
st hive NL.C. qualified engineer to: prepare plans, inspect construetion.
certify constructien is according lo ENR approved plans. May alse reguize
\ : penmit under mosquito contrel program. And a 404 permit frot Corps of 30 days
D Dam Safety Permit Engingers. An inspection of site is necessary 1o verify Hazard Classification, (60 days)

al

A minimum fee of §200.00 must accompany the application. An additional
processing fee based on a percentage or the total project cost will be requited
upon completion.

TNaIT T BTN EAY
EA T
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CGunt}’ MONTGOMERY PrUJeCt Number. _I__'QS 1} Due Date: 4/13/2015
Normal Process Time
(stattory time Jimit}
PERMITS SPECIAL APPLICATION PROCEDURES or REQUIREMENTS
File surely bond of 55,060 with ENR running to State of NC conditional that any wel 10 dave
i:j Permil to drill exploratory oif or gas well opened by drill operator shall. upon abandonment, be plugped according to ENR nules N,X‘
and regulations. i
- . . Application fTlad with ENR af least 10 days prior fo issue of permil.  Apgication by, 0 days 7
D Geophysieal Exploration Permit letter. Mo standard application form. N/A
_ ’ Application fee based on structure size is charged. Must include descriptions & 15-20 days
D State Lakes Construction Permit drawings of siructure & proof of ownership of riparian property. NIA
- 60 days
% ] . ¥
4] § 401 Water Qualny Cenlification N/A (130 days)
D CAMA Permit for MAJOR development $236.00 fee must sccompany application {Pﬁsﬁﬂfia::s}
< o 2% days
[i CAMA Permil for MINOR development 350.00 fee must accompany appiication (25 days)
Several geodetic snonuments are located in or near the project aren. if any monument needs to be moved or destroyed, pleasz notify:
{11 M. Geadetic Survey, Rox 27687 Raleigh, NC 27611
D Abandonnent of any wells, if required must be in accordance with Title 134 Subchapter 200100
& Notification of the proper regional office is requested if "orphan” underground storage {anks (USTS) are discovered during any excavation operation,
. . ] o 45 days
[:] Cempliance with 154 NCAC 2H 1000 {Coastal Stormwater Rules} is required. (WA)
E:j Calawba, Jordan Lake, Randalman, Tar Pamiico or Neuse Ripasian Buffer Rutes required
Plans and specifications for the constroction, expansion, or afleration of a pubiic water system must be approved by the Division of Water
E:] Resources/Public Watet Supply Section prior to the award of a contract of the {nitiation of construction as per 154 NWCAC 18C 0300 et. seq. Pians and 30 davs
specifications shoukd be submitted to 1634 Mail Service Center, Raleigh, North Caroling 276091634, Al public water supply systems must comply T
with state and fedetal drinking water monitoring requirements. For more information, comtact the Public Water Supply Section, {9193 707-9100,
H existing water lines will be relocated during she construction, plans for the water tine refocation must be submitted o the Division of Water
|:] Resources/Public Water Supply Section at 1634 Mall Sexvice Center, Raleigh, North Carpling 276991634, For mose information, contact the Public 30 days
Walter Supply Section, ($19) 7079100,
Olher conuments {atiach additional pages as necessary, being certain (o cile comment authority}
Division Initials | No ! Comments Date
comment Review
| pAQ awr [ [4 3/20/15
DWR-WQROS [] /7
{Aquifer & Surface) | BSH [ 3/24/15
DWR-PWS B i
DEMLR {LQ & SW) | CDA [ 3/23/15
| DWM - UST KEC B 3/25/15
REGIONAL OFFICES

[ 1 Asheville Regional Office

Questions regarding these permits should be addressed to the Regional Office marked below,

[ Moeresville Regional Office

[} Wilmington Regional Gifice

2090 US Highway 70 610 East Center Avenue, Suite 301 127 Cardinal Drive Extension
Swannanos, NC 28778 Mooresville, NC 28113 Wilmington, NC 28405
{828) 296-4500 {704) 663-1699 (9103 796-7215

[} Fayeiteville Regional Office ] Raleigh Regional Office {] Winsten-Salem Regional Office
225 North Green Street, Suite 714 3800 Barrett Drive, Suite 10] 450 West Hanes Mill Road, Suite 300
Fayetteville, NC 28301.5043 Raleigh, NC 27609 Winston-Salem, NC 27103

( 910)433-3300 (919) 791-4200 (336) 771-9800

[[] Washington Regionat Office
943 Washington Square Mall
Washington, NC 27889
(252) 946-6481

Febroary 11,2015
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NORTH CAROCLINA STATE CLEARINGHOUSE

DEPARTMENT OF ADMINISTRATION

INTERGOVERNMENTAL REVIEW
COUNTY : MONTGOMERY H1l: ENERGY RELATED
FACTLITIES/ACTIVITIES

STATE NUMBER:
DATE RECETVED: 03/18/2015
AGENCY RESPONSE: 04/12/2015
REVIEW CLOSED: (4/17/2015

MS RENEE GLEDHILL-EARLEY
CLEARINGHOUSE COORDINATOR

DEPT OF CULTURAL RESOURCES

STATE HBISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICE T G
MSC 4617 - ARCHIVES BUTLDING T
RALEIGH NC '

REVIEW DISTRIBUTION

CC&PS - DIV OF EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT

DENR LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS

DEPT OF AGRICULTURE e
DEPT OF CULTURAL RESOURCES

DEPT OF TRANSPORTATION

PIEDMONT TRIAD REGIONAL COUNCIL

PROJECT INFORMATION

APPLICANT: N.C. Department of Commerce f"{EZi/fm%XQQb\

TYPE: State Environmental Peolicy Act | -
RETERRS s 0 1\
Pyaz

Environmental Review
LLC for Certificate to construct a 4.9%9% MW Solar
Docket #8P-5267 Sub

DESC: Application of Whiskey Solar,
Photoveltaic Electric Generating Facility in Montgomery Co.
0. - View document at

http://starwl.ncuc.net /NCOUC/portal/neuc/page/Dockets/portal .aspx, Type SP-5267

Sub 0 in the Docket Number search line.

Located at 150 §. Whiskey Read, Candor, NC

The attached project has been gubmitted to the N. C. State Clearinghouse for
intergovernmental review. Please review and submit your response by the above
indicated date o 1301 Mail Service Center, Raleigh NC 276%%-1301.

If additional review time 1s needed, please contact this office at (919)807-2425.

15-E-4600~-051

AS A RESULT OF THIS REVIEW THE FOLLOWING IS SUBMITTED:

SIGNED RY: DATE : é%’ (T§=1§§m“

NO COMMENT [:] COMMENTS ATTACHED

oo M09 2ol
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NORTH CAROLINA STATE CLEARINGHOUSE \Nkﬂhﬁ/
DEPARTMENT OF ADMINISTRATION

S
INTERGOVERNMENTAL REVIEW o

O

COUNTY : MONTGOMERY H1l: ENERGY RELATED STATE NUMBER: 15-E-4600-051¢)
FACILITIES/ACTIVITIES DATE RECEIVED: 03/18/2015 _J

AGENCY RESPONSE: 04/13/2015 <K

REVIEW CLOSED: 04/17/2015 O

T8

T8

MS CARRIE ATKINSON O

CLEARINGHOUSE COORDINATOR
DEPT OF TRANSPORTATION
STATEWIDE PLANNING - MSC #1554
RALEIGH NC

REVIEW DISTRIBUTION

CC&PS - DIV OF EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT

DENR LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS

DEPT OF AGRICULTURE

DEPT OF CULTURAL RESCQURCES

DEPT OF TRANSPORTATION

PIEDMONT TRIAD REGIONAL COUNCIIL

PROJECT INFORMATION

APPLICANT: N.C. Department of Commerce

TYPE: State Environmental Policy Act
Environmental Review

Apr 24 2015

DESC: Application of Whiskey Solar, LLC for Certificate to construct a 4.9%9% MW Solav
Photovoltalic Electric Generating Facility in Montgomery Co. Docket #8P-5267 Sub
6. - View document at
http://starwl.ncuc.net/NCUC/portal/nouc/page/Dockets/portal.aspx, Type SP-5267
Sub 0 in the Docket Number gearch line.

Located abt 150 8. Whisgkey Road, Candor, NC

The attached project has been submitted to the N. C. State Clearinghouse for
intergovernmental review. Please review and submit your responge by the above
indicated date to 1201 Mail Service Center, Raleigh NC 2769%%-1301.

If additiconal review time is needed, please contact this ofiig@ at (919}807-2425.

AS A RESULT OF THIS REVIEW THE FOLLOWING IS SUBMITTED: IlifﬁO COMMENT [:} COMMENTS ATTACHED

SIGNED BY: C&ﬁw £ %ﬁj\ DATE : ﬁft/ z’ f‘*ﬁa’f%g
v N T




INTERGOVERNMENTAL REVIEW
COUNTY: MONTGOMERY H11l: ENERGY RELATED STATE NUMBER: 15-E-4600-051
FACILITIES/ACTIVITIES DATE RECEIVED: 03/18/2015
AGENCY RESPONSE: 04/13/2015
REVIEW CLOSED: (4/17/2015
MS ELIZABETH HEATH

NORTH CARCLINA STATE CLEARINGHOUSE
DEPARTMENT OF ADMINISTRATION

CLEARINGHOUSE COORDINATOR
DEPT OF AGRICULTURE

1001 MSC ~ AGRICULTURE BLDG
RALETGH NC

REVIEW DISTRIBUTION

-~ DIV OF EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT ! E
DENR LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS

DEPT OF AGRICULTURE

DEPT OF CULTURAL RESCURCES

DEPT QF TRANSPORTATION

PIEDMONT TRIAD REGIONAL COUNCIL

CCaPs

PROJECT INFORMATION
APPLICANT: NW.C. Department of Commerce

TYPE:

DESC:

State Environmental Policy Act
Environmental Review

Application of Whiskey Solar, LLC for Certificate to construct a 4.9% MW Solar
Fhotovoltaic Electric Generating Facility in Montgomery Co. Docket #8P-5267 Sub
0. - View document at

http://starwl.ncuc.net/NCUC/portal /ncuc/page/Dockets/portal . aspx, Type SP-5267
Sub 0 in the Docket Number search line.

Located at 150 8. Whiskey Road, Candor, NC

The attached project has been submitted to the N. C. State Clearinghouse for
intergovernmental review. FPlease review and sgsubmit your response by the above
indicated date to 1301 Mail Service Center, Raleigh NC 276%9-1301.

If additional review time is needed, please contact this office at (91%)807-2425.

AS A RESULT OF THIS REVIEW THE FOLLOWING IS SUBMITTED: ng COMMENT !:I COMMENTS ATTACHED

SIGNED BY: MMW Nmmw DATE : %/JOI%"
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NORTH CAROLINA STATE CLEARINGHOUSE

DEPARTMENT OF ADMINISTRATION
INTERGOVERNMENTAL REVIEW

COUNTY: MONTGOMERY

MS CAROLYN PENNY

CLEARINGHCUSE COORDINATOR

CC&P3 - DIV OF EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT
FLOODPLAIN MANAGEMENT PROGRAM

MSC # 4719

RALEIGH NC

REVIEW DISTRIBUTION

CC&PS - DIV OF EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT
DENR LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS

DEPT OF AGRICULTURE

DEPT OF CULTURAL RESCURCES

DEPT OF TRANSPORTATION

PIEDMONT TRIAD REGIONAL COUNCIL

PROJECT INFORMATION

APPLICANT: N.C. Department of Commerce
TYPE: State Environmental Policy Act

Environmental Review

H11l: ENERGY RELATED
FACILITIES/ACTIVITIES

STATE NUMBER:
DATE RECEIVED:
AGENCY RESPONSE:
REVIEW CLOSED:

15-E-4600-051
03/18/2015
04/13/2015
04/17/2015

DESC: »aApplication of Whiskey Solar, LLC for Certificate to construct a 4.9% MW Solar
Photovoltaic Electric Generating Facility in Montgomery Co. Docket #3P-5267 Sub

0. - View document at

http://starwl.ncuc.net /NCUC/portal /nocuc/page/Dockets/portal . aspx, Type SP-5267

Sub 0 in the Docket Number search line.

Located at 150 5. Whiskey Road, Candor, NC

The attached project has been submitted to the N. C.

State Clearinghouse for

intergovernmental review. Please review and submit your response by the above

indicated date to 1301 Mail Service Center,

Raleigh NC 27699-1301.

If additiomal review time is needed, please contact this office at (919)807-2425.

AS A RESULT OF THIS REVIEW THE FOLLOWING IS SUBMITTED: [Ea NC COMMENT [:] COMMENTS ATTACHED

DATE : jyiéﬂj?/ |

SIGNED BY: d}bmﬁ MW

PR o sEap
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