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Clerk's Office

N.C. Utilities Commission
Public Regulation Commission (PRC) board denied PNM’s application to use smart meters.

Chairman Finley and NCUC Public Staff,
NCUC <statements@ncuc.net>

Here is ample evidence that smart meters are an unwise investment, disastrous for the public interest, and analog meters are the
only solution for many NC residents. The only healthy meter that also does not violate our privacy is an analog meter.

A 12 month EPP (Equal Pay Program) will limit the need for a truck roll to read the meter monthly. Next, a non-emitting meter
that communicates through the internet or phone line is the most logical solution.

Anything above a $5 month fee will be strongly opposed and seen as an unjust punishment.
Evidence:
In New Mexico, the Public Regulation Commission {(PRC) board denied PNM’s application to use smart meters.

"The plan presented in the Application does not provide a net public benefit and it does not promote the public interest," wrote
the Commission.

The Commission accepted the Hearing Examiner's recommended decision without aiteration. It ruled that:

« PNM did not demonstrate that smart meters will save money.

* PNM did not demonstrate that smart meters will produce energy efficiency.
* PNM did not show that customers want smart meters.

s PNM did not evaluate alternatives.

» PNM did not say how it would protect customer data privacy.

* Cybersecurity issues need to be addressed.

» 125 good, high-paying jobs would be lost.

» Proposed opt-out fees were unreasonable.

» There was insufficient public input.

» There was insufficient response by PNM to public objections.

EVIDENCE ABOUT HEALTH EFFECTS was discussed at length. "Customers who have strong feelings about the
health effects of the meters should be allowed to protect their stated health concerns without a
prohibitively high cost."

The decision goes on to state: "The conditions of the portion of the population who believe they are
electromagnetically sensitive deserve acknowledgment and consideration as decisions are made
regarding the implementation of an AMI Project. Accommodations could include reasonable
opt-out provisions and fees and perhaps the selection of technologies that minimize the impacts

on such people. Such accommodations may be desirable to minimize health risks to customers

and address the needs and preferences of PNM's customers. These are issues that can and should
be addressed in a public input process of the sort PNM stated in its 2012 Report that it would
conduct before bringing a smart meter proposal to the Commission for approval."



The decision means there will not be smart meters in the near future in New Mexico's metropolitan areas: Santa Fe,
Albuquerque, Las Vegas, Clayton, Ruidoso, Tularosa, Alamogordo, Silver City, Lordsburg
and Deming.

For details, contact:
Santa Fe Doctors WA.R.N." <santafedoctorswam@gmail.cam>
Arthur Firstenberg <info@cellphonetaskforce.org>

Sincerely,

Andrew McAfee
andrew(@RaleighES.info
919.787.3022
www.RaleighES.info
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