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  Page 217 

the NERP report that correspond to future legislation

or regulatory changes that would require the

procurement of additional renewable or low-cost carbon

to comply with particular policy mandates.

Q.    Thank you.  And I'll return to that subject

in just a minute.  But let me ask you this.

  Is it also your opinion that procurement of 

resources needed under the Carbon Plan through PPAs

would facilitate lower cost and lower risk resource 

procurement than utility-owned assets?

A.    I believe that the question of utility

ownership is specified in 951, and I do believe, and I 

stated on page 50, that PPAs could facilitate lower

cost and lower risk resource procurement.

Q.    Okay.  Thank you.  And I saw your comments

file, and I understand the Public Staff's position on 

that, but can you help reconcile what seemed to be 

contradictory positions that factually competitive 

procurement produces the least cost and least risk

pathway to compliance with the Carbon Plan goals, but

the Public Staff believes it's not allowed?  So can you 

reconcile those two positions?

  MS. LUHR:  Objection.  These are legal 

opinions that are laid out in our comments filed


