North Carolina
Department of Administration

Pat McCrory, Governor Bill Daughtridge, Ir., Secretary
April 7, 2015

Ms. Gail Mount

North Carolina Department of Commerce
Utilities Commission

4325 Mail Service Center

Raleigh, North Carolina 27699-4325

Re: SCH File # 15-E-4600-0471; Application of Meadowlark Solar, LLC for Certificate to
construct a 4,998 MW Seolar Photovoltaic Electric Generating Facility in Harnett Co.
Docket #SP-5229 Sub 0.

Dear Ms. Mount:

The above referenced environmental impact information has been reviewed through the State
Clearinghouse under the provisions of the North Carolina Environmental Policy Act.

Attached to this letter are comments made in the review of this document. Because of the nature of the
comments, it has been determined that no further State Clearinghouse review action on your part is
needed for compliance with the North Carolina Environmental Policy Act. The attached comments
should be taken into consideration in project development.

Sincerely,

State Environmental Review Clearinghouse

Attachments

cc: Region M

Mailing Address: Telephone: (919)807-2425 FLacation Address:

1301 Maii Service Center Fax (919)733-8571 116 West Jones Street
Raleigh, NC 27699-1301 State Courder #51-01-00 Raleigh, North Carclina

e-mail state. clearinghousei@doa re.gov

An Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action Employer
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NCDENR

North Carolina Department of Environment and Natural Resources

Fat McCrory Donald R. van der Vaart
Govermor Secretary
MEMOCRANDUM
To: Crystai Best

State Clearinghouse

From: Lyn Hardison gY
Division of Environmental Assistance and Customer Service
Environmental Assistance and Project Review Coordinator

RE: 15-0471
Envirenmental Review —Application of Meadowtark Solar, LLC for the Certificate to
construct a 4.958 MW Solar Photovoltaic Electric Generating Facility
Harnett County

Date: Aprit 6, 2015

The Department of Environment and Natural Resources has reviewed the proposal for the referenced
project. Based on the information provided, several of our agencies have identified permits that may be
required and offered some valuable guidance to minimize impacts to the natural resources, aquatic and
terrestrial wildlife resourcas within the project area. The comments are attached for the applicant
review,

if the applicant has any guestions pertaining to NCDENR permitting processes, please suggest to the
applicant to contact David Lee, Permit Assistance Coordinator, in the Department’s Raleigh Regional
Office, (919)791-4200 for more permitting assistance, The proposed project is located within his
geographic working territory.

Thank you for the opportunity to respond.

Attachments

1639 Mail Sewvice Center, Raleigh, Noaith Caroling 276991639
Customer Service Toll Free 1-877-623-6748 \ Infernel: www.nedenr.gov

Ae Eoual Opponundy  Alnnalive Acflon Erpigyer - Made in part by recycled paper
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< North Carolina Wildlife Resources Commission <

Gordon Myers, Executive Director

MEMORANDUM

TO: Lyn Hardison, Environmental Assistance and SEPA Coordinator
NCDENR Division of Envirenmental Assistance and Customer Services

FROM: Gabriela Garrison
Eastern Pledmont Coordinator
Habitat Conservation

DATE: April 1,2015

SUBIJECT: Comments on Meadowlark Solar, LLC Solar Facility i Harnett County; Project Number
15-0471.

Biologists with the North Carclina Wildlife Resources Commission (NCWRC} have reviewed the
proposed project description. Commerits are provided in accordance with certain provisions of the North
Carolina Environmental Policy Act {G.S. 113A-1 through 113A-10; 1 NCAC 25) and the Fish and
Wikllife Coordination Act (48 Stat. 401, as amended; 16 ULS.C. 661 et seq.).

Meadowlark Solar, LLC proposes to construct a 4,998 MW solar photovoltaic electric generating facility
in Harnett County. The facitity would be located northwest of the intersection of Meadowiark and
Fairground Roads, north of Dunn. An aerial view ¢f the proposed location (provided with the application
materials) suggests the project is sited on both forested and cleared land, Clearing trees from this site and
installing solar panels will likely displace wildlife species. Installing solar panels on previously cleared
and disturbed land will have less impact and is therefore the preferred option. Solar projects should be
sited to avoid impacts to wetlands, streams, riparian buffers and priority wildiife habitat.

Aerial images and maps indicate tributaries to Black River flow directly west ofthe project site. The
NCWRC offers the following recommendations to minimize impacts to aquatic and terrestrial wildlife
resources:

I The project footprint should be surveyed for wetlands and streams to ensure there are no impacts
to surface waters. In addition to providing wildlife habitat, wetland areas and streatns aid in flood
control and water quality protection, United States Army Corps of Engineers Section 404
Permits and NC Division of Water Resources Section 401 Certifications are required for any
impacts to jurisdictional streams or wetlands,

2. Maintain or establish a minimum [00-foot undisturbed, native forested buffer along each side of
perenpial streams and 50-foot undisturbed, native forested buffer along each side of intermittent

Mailing Address: Division of Inland Fisheries « 1721 Mail Service Center » Raleigh, NC 27699-1721
Telephone: (919)707-0220 « Fax: (919)707-0028
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Page2

April 1, 2015
Meadowlark Solfar, LLC
DENR Project No, 15047

streams and wetlands. Forested riparian buffers provide habitat areas and travel corridors for
wildlife species. In addition, forested riparian buffers protect water quality by stabilizing stream
banks and filtering stormwater runoff.

The solar facility will connect to existing utility lines; impacts to wildlife habitat will be
minimized by connecting along pathways that do not contain quality wildlife habiiat, such as
cleared or agricultural land. If additional overhead transmission kines will be installed, measures
to minimize impacts to birds should be implemented. These can include increasing line visibility,
insulating wires {o cover exposed connections and increasing the distance between wires so no
contact with ground or other energized wire can be made. For more information see

hip/www wvs.eovibirdsidocuments/powerlines, pdl.

Consider establishing vegetative cover on the site that is beneficial to wildlife. Please contact
Tom Padgett, District Wildlife Biologist, at (910) 045-41 {5 or thomas, paduerti@newildiife.ora for
information on developing a site-specific vegetation plan.

tf pesticides or chemicats will be used for site maintenance, stormwater runoff from the site
should be funneled to bio-retention areas prior to discharge to streams or wetlands. Pesticides,
fertilizers and other chemicals should not be used in wetland areas or near streams,

Sediment and erosion control meesures should be installed prior to any land clearing or
canstruction. The use of biodegradable and wildlife-friendly sediment and erosion control
devices is strongly recommended. Silt fencing, fiber rolls and/or other products should have
loose-weave netting that is made of natural fiber materials with movable joints between the
vertical and horizontal twines. Silt fencing that has been reinforced with plastic or metal mesh
should be avoided as it impedes the movement of terrestrial wildlife species. Excessive silt and
sediment loads can have detrimental effects on aquatic resources including destruction of
spawning habitat, suffocation of eggs and clogging of gills.

Thank you for the opportunity to review and comment on this project, [f' I can be of further assistance,

£Ct

Tom Padgett, NCWRC
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State of North Carolina
Departiment of Ervironment and Natural Resources

INTERGOVERNMENTAL REVIEW - PROJECT COMMENTS

Reviewing Office; FRG

Project Number 15-0471

County HARNETT

Due Date: 4/1/2015

After review of this project it has been determined that the ENR permit(s) andfor approvals indicated may need to be obtained in order for this project to comply with
North Carofina Law. Questions regarding these permits should be addressed to the Regionel Gffice indicated on the reverse of the form. All applications, mformation
and guidelines relative 1o 1hese plans and permits are avaitable from the same Regionat Office.

PERMITS

SPECIAL APPLICATION PROCEDURES or REQUIREMENTS

Normail Process Time
{stalutory time Himit}

Permil to constiuet & operate wastewakr treatment facilities,

) : o er ccrn . . Application 98 days before begin construction or award of construction 30 days
D ?::;irt:?::?f:c::isz:g:: & swer systems not discharging contracts. On-site inspection, Posi-application fechnical confirence usual (90 days}
i . . . oo . Appiication 180 days before bepin activity. On-site inspection. Pre-
g }f:if?@ 9PT;1£ :;gl:::f{ 1_1::: :::;g&;ftf“rﬁ?l: ::;i‘or application conference usuat. Additionally, oblain permit to construct 06-120 days
5:.’5 hargin p?n 1o sigte su;facne Walers ¢ wastewaler freatment facility-granted after NPDES. Reply tine, 30 days afler (N/A}
gmns ) receipt of plans or issue of NPIIES permit-whichever is Jater.
f:f Water Use Permit Pre-applicaiion technical conference usually necessary 3&(11,;3)'5
[:3 well Construction Pemmit Complete application must be received and pormit fssued prior to the 7 days
instailation of & well. (15 days)
Application copy must be served on each adjacent riparian property ownar,
: . On-site inspection. Pre-application conference usual. Filling may require 35 days
[ 1] Dredge and Fill Permi Easement to Fill from N.C. Depariment of Administration and (90 days)
Federal Dredge and Fill Permit
Permil to construct & operate Air Pellwtion Abatement APP”W“F’" must be sut.-miztcd;nd permi reccivcd‘pr‘ior o
E:E facilities and/or Emission Sources as per 15 A NCAC CMSW?E:WD ?ﬂd ;;perghc:ntgfs ;SM,“’E‘ ;&F"P emlut N feqlllreil n ;:jn 9D days
26,0100 thra 20.0360) area withati focal zoning, then there are additional requirements an
timelings (2Q.0113).
Permil to construct & operale Transportation Faciliiy ag per Application must be submitted al least 90 days pries to constiiction 90 days
13A NCAC (2D.0800, 2Q.0651 or medification of the source. e
E] Any open buming assectated with subject proposal must be
in compliance with 15 A NCAC 20,1960
Demolition or renovations of structures containing asbestos
m material iust be in compliance with 15 A NCAC 20,1110 60 days
{a) (1) which requizes notification and removal prior 1o NiA {50 days)
demolilion. Contact Asbestos Contrel Group 919-707-5950,
D Complex Source Permit required under 15 A NCAC
2126860
The Sedimicntation Peliution Controt Act of 1973 must be property addressed for any land disturbing activity, An erosion & sedimentation
control plan will be reqaired 1 one or more acres to be disturbed. Plan filed with proper Regional Office (Land Quality Section} At least 30 20 days
B ! Y
“¥ | days before beginming activity. A fee of $65 for the first acre or any part of an acTe. An express review option is availzble with additional (30 days}
fees.
Sedimentation and erosion control must be addressed i accordance with NCDOT s approved program. Particuiar attention should be given ,
M ‘ SION ¢ st be 2 , £3C days)
to design and installation of appropriate perimeter sediment irapping devices as well as stable slormwater conveyances and outlets. '
On-site inspection usial. Surety bond fifed with ENR Bond amount vanes
E Miriine Persmit with lype mine and number of acres of affected lakd. Any arc tnined greater 30 days
& than one sere must be permitted. The appropriate bond must be received {60 days)
[ ¥
before the permit can be issued.
‘ ] On-site inspection by N.C, Division Forest Resources if permit exceeds 4 1 day
[:] Nosth Carolina Burning peomit days VA
N . . . Qn-site nspection by N.C. Division Forest Resources required "if more than
E:] fg:;;?t{s{;f;{’;z’adsé;eéré"iizug:'I_f’ Smnl'; -2 fiwe acres of ground cloaring aclivitizs are involved. Inspections should be (IN(iiy}
- Wi organic so1 requested at least ten days before actual binn is plansed.”
i . . PP . 90-I2ﬂday5
] il Refining Facilities N/A (N/y
i permit required, appiication 60 days bofore begin congtruction. Applicant
must hite N.C. gualified engineer to: prepare plans, inspect construction,
cestify construction is according te ENR approved plans. May alse require
. pesmit under mosquite conlrel program. And & 404 permit froin Corps of 30 days
i:} Dam Safety Perit Engineers. An inspection of sise is necessary to verify Hazard Classification. (60 days}

A minimuom fee of $200.00 must accompany the application. An additional
processing fee based on a percentage or the tota: project cost will be required
upon cempietion,

[_gé@.—..an. ER I T
e E)
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County HARNETT Project Number; 15-0471 Due Date; 4/1/2015 ‘
Normal Pracess Time
(slatutary time limit}
PERMITS SPECIAL APPLICATION PROCEDURES or REQUIREMENTS
File surety bond of 55,000 with ENR runaing to 8tate of NC conditional that any well 10 days
Ef Permit to diill expioratory oil or gas weli opened by drill operator shall, upon abandonment, be plugged according 10 ENR rules Nh{
and regulations.
and regulation
P . : Application filed with ENR af least [0 days prior to issue of permil. Application byl 10 days
]| Geophysical Exploration Pecmit letter. Ne standard spplication farm, N/A
. ; Application fee based on strycturg size is charged. Must include descriptions & 15-20 days
D State Lakes Corstruction Permil drawings of structure & proof of owncrship of viparian property. /A
. y s . ol days
401 Water Quality Certification NiA {130 days)
{:] CAMA Penmit for MAJOR development §250.00 fee must accompany apphication ﬂS Ssucgl:;s)
. . P 22 days
f:] CAMA Permit for MINOR development $50.00 fre tmusi accompany application €25 days)
Several geodetic monuments are located in or near the project area. if any menument needs fo be moved or destroyed, please notify:
B N.C Geodetic Survey, Box 27687 Raleigh, NC 27611
{:} Abandemnent of any wells, If reguired mnst B¢ in accordance with Title 15A . Subchapier 2C.0100.
Notification of the proper regional office is requesied if "orphan” underground storage tanks (USTS) are discovered during any excavation operation.
. n . ; , 45 days
Q Comptiance with {54 NCAC 2H 1600 (Ceastal Siormwater Rules) is required. oAy
D Catawba, Jordan Lake, Randalman, Tar Pamiicoe or Neuse Riparian Buffer Rules recuiired.
Plans and specifications for the construction, expansion, o alteration of a public water system must be approved by the Division of Waier
D Resources/Public Water Supply Section prior ta the avard of a contract or the initiation of construction as pee 15A NCAC 18C .0300 et, seq. Plans and 30 days
specifications should be submitted 1o 1634 Mail Service Center, Raleigh, Nonh Carslina 27699-1634. Al} public water suppty sysiems must comply i
with siate and federal drinking water monitoring requirements. For more information, contact the Public Water Supply Seetion, {919) 707-9100.
[F existing water lines will be retocated dusing the construction, plans for the water line relocation mast be submitted to the Division of Water
D ResoureesTublic Water Supply Section at 1634 Mail Serviga Center, Ralgigh, North Caroling 27689 -1 634, For more infornation, contact the Public A days
Water Supply Section, ($19) 707-9100.
Other comements (aitech additional pages as necessary, being cerlain fo cile comment autherity)
Division Initizls | No l Commants Date
comment Review
DAQ GWR 3/13/15
DWR-WQROS !/
(Aquifer & Surface) | BSH > 3/18/15
DWR-PWS L] i
DEMLR {LQ & SW) | CDA 3/13/15
DWM - UST KEC >4 3/17/15
REGIONAL OFFICES

[} Asheville Regional Office

Questions regarding these permits should be addressed to the Regional Office marked below.

[} Mooresvilic Regional Office

2090 US Highway 70 610 East Center Avenue, Suite 301

[7] Wilmington Regional Office
127 Cardinal Drive Extension

Swannanoa, NC 28778
{828)296-450

[] Fayetteville Regional Office

225 North Green Street, Suite 714
Fayetteville, NC 2830[-5043

( 9I0)433-3300

Febr

uary (1, 2015

Mooresville, NC 28115
(704) 663-1699

(1 Raleigh Regional Office
3800 Barrett Drive, Suite 101
Raleigh, NC 27609
(819) 791-4200

"] Washington Regional Office
943 Washington Squars Mall
Washington, NC 27889
{252) 946-6481

Witmington, NC 28405
{910) 796-7215

[ Winston-Salem Regional Office

450 West Hanes Mill Road, Suite 300
Winston-Salem, NC 27165
(336) 771-9860
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INTERGOVERNMENTAL REVIEW
COUNTY : HARNETT H1l: ENERGY RELATED STATE NUMBER: 15-E-4600-04
FACTLITIES/ACTT DATE RECEIVED: 03/06/2015
AGENCY RESPONSE: 04/01/2015
REVIEW CLOSED: 04/06/2015
MS RENEE GLEDHILL-EARLEY

CLEARTNGHOUSE COORDINATOR
DEPT OF CULTURAL RESCURCES
STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATICON OFFICE

NORTHE CAROLINA STATE CLEARINGHOUSE
DEPARTMENT OF ADMINISTRATION

et s
MSC 4617 - ARCHIVES BUILDING
RALETIGH NC
REVIEW DISTRIBUTION %%w“ Y
CC&PS ~ DIV OF EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT :Eﬁ%ﬂ%
PR AV
DENR LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS iﬁ“

DEPT OF AGRICULTURE

DEPT OF CULTURAL RESCOURCES

DEPT OF TRANSPORTATION

MID CAROLINA COG

PROJECT INFORMATION

APPLICANT: N.C. Department of Commerce

TYPE:

DESC:

i W . f}m&%
;E W%?\i

State Environmental Policy Act }Epi
Envirconmental Review

Application of Meadowlark Sclay, LLC for Certificate to construct a 4.898 MW
Solar Photoveoltaic Electric Generating Facility in Harnett Co. Docket #8P-5229
Sub 0. - View document at

http://starwl.ncuc.net/NCUC/portal /ncuc/page/Dockets/portal .aspx, Tvpe §H-522¢
Sub ¢ in the Docket Number search line.

Located on the west sgside of Meadowlark Road, northwest of the fork intersection
with Fairground Road, Dunn, NC

The attached project has been submitted to the N. C. State Clearinghouse for
intergovernmental review. Please review and submit yvour response by the above
indicated date to 1301 Mail Service Center, Raleigh NC 27639-1301.

If additional review time 1s needed, please contact thig office at (919)B07-2425.

it/

AS A RESULT OF THIS REVIEW THE FOLLOWING IS SUBMITTED: B%i_NO COMMENT | COMMENTS ATTACHED

SIGNED BY:

DATE : 2.3(./8
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NCRTH CAROLINA STATE CLEARINGHOUSE
DEPARTMENT OF ADMINISTRATION

INTERGOVERNMENTAL REVIEW
COUNTY: HARNETT H11l: ENERGY RELATED STATE NUMBER: 16-E-4600-047
FACILITIES/ACTIVITIES DATE RECEIVED: 03/06/2015
AGENCY RESPONSE: 04/01/2015
REVIEW CLOSED: 04/06/2015
MS ELIZABETH HEATH

CLEARINGHOUSE COORDINATOR
DEPT OF AGRICULTURE

1001 MSC - AGRICULTURE BLDG
RALEIGH NC

REVIEW DISTRIBUTION

CC&PSE - DIV OF EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT

DENER LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS

DEPT OF AGRICULTURE

DEPT OF CULTURAL RESOURCES

DEPT OF TRANSPORTATION

MID CAROLINA COG 2P

PROJECT INFORMATION

APPLICANT: N.C. Department of Commerce

TYPE: State Envivommental Policy Aot
Envirommental Review

DESC: Application of Meadowlark Sclar, LLC for Certificate to construct a 4.598 MW
Sclar Photovoltaic Electric Generating Facility in Harnett Co. Docket #5P-522%
Sub 0. - View document at
http://starwl.ncuc.net/NCUC/portal /nouc/page/Dockets/portal . aspx, Type SP-5229
Sub ¢ in the Docket Number search line.

Located on the west side of Meadowlark Road, northwest of the fork intersection
with Failrground Reoad, Dunn, NC

The attached project has been submitted to the N. C. State Clearinghouse for
intergovernmental review. Please review and submit vyour response by the above
indicated date to 1301 Mail Service Center, Raleigh NC 2769%-1301.

If additicnal review time is needed, please contact this office at (819)807-2425.

L

AS 2 RESULT OF THIS REVIEW THE FOLLOWING IS SUBMITTED: |7 NO COMMENT | | COMMENTS ATTACHED

SIGNED BY: (\}Amﬁ@,&;@hﬂ, HM 4 e DATE : 3%!@5;*’5
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NORTH CAROLINA STATE CLEARINGHOUSE ’?\m\ N
DEPARTMENT OF ADMINISTRATION (’
INTERGOVERNMENTAL REVIEW
COUNTY : HARNETT H1l: ENERGY RELATED STATE NUMBER: 15-E-4600-047
FACILITIES/ACTIVITIES DATE RECEIVED: 03/06/2015

AGENCY RESPONSE: 04/01/2015
REVIEW CLOSED: 04/06/2015

MS CARRIE ATEINSON
CLEARINGHOUSE COORDINATOR
DEPT OF TRANSPORTATION
STATEWIDE PLANNING - MSC #1554
RATERIGH NC

REVIEW DISTRIBUTION

CC&PS - DIV OF EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT
DENR LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS

DEPT OF AGRICULTURE

DEPT OF CULTURAL RESOURCES

DEPT OF TRANSPORTATION

MID CAROLINA COG

PROJECT INFORMATION

APPLICANT: N.C. Department of Commsrce
TYPE: State Environmental Policy Act

Environmental Review

DESC: Application of Meadowlark Sclar, LLC for Certificate to construct a 4.93%8 MW
Sclar Photovoltaic Electric Generating Facility in Harnett Co. Docket #8P-5229%
Sub 0. - View document at
http://starwl.ncuc.net /NCUC/portal /ncuc/page/Dockets/portal.aspx, Type SP-5223
Sub ¢ in the Docket Number search line.

Located on the west side of Meadowliark Road, northwest of the fork intersection
with Falrground Road, Dunn, NC

The attached project has been submitted to the N. C. State Clearinghouse for
intergovernmental review. Please review and submit your response by the above
indicated date to 1301 Mail Service Center, Raleigh NC 27699-1301.

If additional review time lg needed, please contact this office at (91%)807-2425.
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COUNTY : HARNETT

NORTH CAROLINA STATE CLEARINGHOUSE
DEPARTMENT OF ADMINISTRATION

INTERGOVERNMENTAL REVIEW

M5 CARAROLYN PENNY
CLEARINGHOUSE COORDINATOR

CC&PE -~ DIV OF BEMERGENCY MANAGEMENT
FLOCDPLAIN MANAGEMENT PROGRAM

MSC # 4719

RALEIGH NC

REVIEW DISTRIBUTION

CC&PS

-~ DIV OF EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT

DENR LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS

DEPT
DEPT
DEPT

OF AGRICULTURE
OF CULTURAL RESOURCES
OF TRANSPORTATION

MID CAROLINA COG

PROJECT INFORMATION
APPLICANT: N.C. Department of Commerce

TYPE:

DESC:

The attached project has been submitted to the N.
intergovernmental review.
indicated date to 1301 Mail Service Center,

State Environmental Policy Act
Environmental Review

mpplicarion of Meadowlark Solar,

H1l: ENERGY RELATED
FACILITIES/ACTIVITIES

STATE NUMBER:
DATE RECEIVED:

15-E-4600-04

03/06/2015

AGENCY RESPONSE: 04/01/201%

REVIEW CLOSED:

WAk

LC for Certificate to construct a

4.288 MW

Solar Photovoltaic Electric Generating Facility in Harnett Co. Docket #SP-5229

Sub 0. - View documsnt at

http://starwl . nouc. net /NCUC/portal/nouc/page/Dockets/portal ,aspx, Type SP-5229

Sub 0 in the Deocket Number search line.

Located on the west side of Meadowlark Road,

with Falrground Road, Dunn, NC

northwest of the fork intersection

State Clearinghouse for
Please review and submit your response by the above
Raleigh NC 27629-1301.

If addivional review time is needed, please contact this offizé at (919)807-2425,

04/06/2015
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AS A RESULT OF THIS REVIEW THE FOLLOWING IS SUBMITTED: [?ﬂ/NO COMMENT [:] COMMENTS ATTACHED

SIGNED BY: QQM%@M
3 [ f

//I/M\ i ;Ff'}lﬁ,

DATE : 2/41/!.9"/




