Kathryn Johnston
Secretary

J. Brian Ratledge

General Counsel

State Environmental
Review Clearinghouse
ADMINISTRATION

November 14, 20156

Ms. Paige Morris

North Carclina Department of Commerce
Utilities Commission

4325 Mail Service Center

Raleigh, North Carolina 27699-4325

Re:  SCH File # 17-£-4600-0216; Amended Application of Pecan Solar, LLC for Certificate to
construct a 74.9 MW Solar Photovoltaic Electric Generating Facifity in Northampton
Co. Docket #5P-5273, Sub G.

Dear Ms. Morris:

The above referenced environmental impact information has been reviewed through the State
Clearinghouse under the provisions of the North Carolina Environmental Policy Act.

Attached to this letter are comments made in the review of this document. Because of the
nature of the comments, it has been determined that no further State Clearinghouse review

action on your part is needed for compliance with the North Carolina Environmental Policy Act.
The attached comments should be taken inte consideration in project development.

Crystal Best

State Environmental Review Clearinghouse

Sincerely,

Attachments
cc: Region L

~~> Nothing Compares”~_.
State of North Carolina | Administration
16 West jones St. | 1301 Mail Service Center | Raleigh, NC 27699-130%
state.clearinghouse@doanc.gov | 9198072419 T
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PAT MCCRORY

Covernor

DONALD R VAN DER VAART

Secreiary

Environmental
Quality
MEMORANDUBM
To: Crystal Best

State Clearinghouse Coordinator
Department of Administration

from: Lyn Hardison LB}’V

Division of Environmental Assistance and Customer Service
Environmenta! Assistance and Project Review Coordinator

RE: 17-0216 (17-0070, 15-0562 & 16-0001)
Environmental Review —AMENDED Application of Pecan Solar, LLC for the
Certificate to construct a 74.9-MW Solar Photovoltaic Electric Generating Facility
Northampton County

Date: November 7, 2016

The Department of Environmental Guality has completed its review of the proposal for the referenced
project. Based on the information provided, several of our agencies have identified permits that may be
reguired and offered some valuable guidance to be performed prior to application submittals. The
comments are attached for the applicant’s review,

if the applicant has any questions pertaining 1o NCDEQ permitting processes, please suggest 1o the
applicant to contact David Lee, Permit Assistance Coordinator, in the Department’s Raleigh Regionat Office,
{919)791-4200 for more permitting assistance. The proposed project is located within his geographic

working territory.

Thank you for the opportunity to respond.

Attachment

e 4

R

State of North Carolina | Environmental Quality
943 Washington Square Mail | Washington, North Carolina 27889
252-946-6481
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State of North Carclina
Department of Environment and Natural Resources

INTERGOVERNMENTAL REVIEW - PROJECT COMMENTS

Reviewing Office: RRO

Project Number 17-0216
County NORTHAMPTON

Due Date: 11/7/2016

After review of this project it has been determined that the ENR permit(s) and/or approvals indicated may need to be obtained in order for this project to comply with
North Carolina Law. Questions regarding these permits should be addressed to the Regional Office indicated on the reverse of the form. All applications, information
and guidelines relative to these plans and permits are available from the same Regional Office,

PERMITS

SPECIAL APPLICATION PROCEDURES or REQUIREMENTS

Normal Process Time
{statutory trme limit)

Permit to construct & operate wastewater reatment facilities,
sewer system extensions & sewer systems not discharging
into state surface waters,

Appheation 90 days before begin consiraction or award of construction
contracts. On-site inspection. Post-application technical conference usual.

30 days
(90 days}

NPDES - permit to discharge into surface water and/or
pennit to operate and construct wastewalter facilities

Apphication 180 days hefore begin activity, On-site ingpection. Pre-
application conference usual. Additionally, obtain permit to construct

$0-120 days

Well Construction Pernmt

nstaliation of a well,

Hisoharmine into Slate surface waters wastewater reatment facility-granted after NPDES, Reply ume, 30 davs after (NSA)
FECRATEING L0 Stte surtace ’ receipt of plans or issue of NPDES permiui-whichever is later.
. . - . : N 30 days
[:] Water Use Permit Pre-application technical conference usually necessary (N/A)
A
Complete application must be received and permit issued prior to the 7 days

{15 days)

Apphication copy must be served on each adjacent riparian property owner.

requested at least ten days before actual bum is planned.”

. ; On-site inspection. Pre-application conference usual. Filling may require 35 days
E Liredge and Fill Permit Fasement to Fill from N.C. Department of Administration and {90 days)
Federal Dvedge and Fill Permit,
Permit 10 construct & operate Adr Pollution Abatement Apphcahpn must be submmed anc.i permit r.‘ecewed prorie
e ) " ) construction and operation of the source, If a permit s required in an
Ej facilities and/or Emission Sources as per 15 A NCAC ; e ; ) 90 days
(20,6100 thru 20 0300 arca without Jocal zoning, then there are additional requirements and
: i 20.0300) rimelines (2Q.0113).
B Permit to construct & operate Transportation Facility as per Application must be submitted at least 90 days prior o construction 90 davs
15A NCAC (2D 0800, 20Q.0601 or modification of the source. -
) Any open buming associated with subject proposal must be
2l in compliance with 15 A NCAC 2D.1900
Demolition or renovations of structures containing asbestos
D material most be im compliance with 15 A NCAC 20,1110 ) 60 davs
{a) (1} which requires notification and removal prior 1o A (90 daiﬁs}
demolition, Contact Asbestos Control Groap 919-707-5950, )
D Complex Source Permit required under 15 A NCAC
20,0800
The Sedimentation Pollution Centrol Act of 1973 must be properly addressed for any land disturbing activity. An erosion & sedimentation
5 control plan will be required if one or more acres to be disturbed. Plan filed with proper Regional Office (Land Quality Section) At least 30 20 days
S| days hefore beginning activity, A fee of $65 for the first acte o1 any part of an acre. An express review option is available with additional {30 days)
fees,
m Sedimentation and eroston control must be addressed in accordance with NCBOT’s approved program. Particular attention should be given (30 days}
1o design and installation of appropriate perimeter sediment trapping devices as well as stable slonmwater conveyances and outlets. §
On-gite inspection usual. Surety bond filed with INR Bond amount varies
D Mining Permit with type mine and number of acres of affected Iand, Any arc mined greater 30 days
Mimag Ferimt than one acre must be permitted. The appropriate bond must be received (60 days)
before the permit can be 1ssued,
On-site inspection by N.C. Division Forest Resources if permit exceeds 4
!:l Morth Carolina Burning permit days ! day
Y5 (NiA)
. . On-site ing ion by N.C. Division Forest R ired "1 re thar
Special Ground Clearance Burning Permit - 22 On s‘ﬁe inspection by N.C WEH.J,]_}. orest Resources requlr_ed 1F more than i day
D o e S five acres of ground clearing activities are involved. Inspections should be )
counties in coastal N.C. with organic soils {N/A)

90-120 days

Fe

A minimum fee of $200,00 must accompany the application. An additional
processing fee based on a percentage or the total project cost will be requited
upon completion.

[3 Cil Refining Facilities NA (NIA)
1f permit required. application 60 days before begin construction. Applicant
st hire N.C. qualified engineer to: prepare plans, inspect construction,
certify construction is according to ENR approved plans. May also require
D Dam Safety Permit permit under rr;asquitc_) COH’E_IO.I pragran, And a 4{}4_ ;}ermit from Cor_pﬁs of 30 days_
b Engineers. An inspection of site is necessary to verify Hazard Classification. {60 days)

brnaee 13 2015
FRa Y
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County NORTHAMPTON Project Number: 17-0216 Due Date: 11/7/2016 )
i MNormal Process Time
{statufory time limit)
PERMITS SPECIAL APPLICATION PROCEDURES or REQUIREMENTS
File surety bend of $5,000 with ENR ronning 1o State of NC conditional that any well 10 days
m Permit to driil exploratory oil or gas well opened by drill operator shall, upon abandonment, be plugged according to ENR rules N:’;{
and regulations,
. i , _ Applicatton filed with ENR atleast 10 days prior to 1ssue of permit. Application by letier. 10 days
[_1| Geophysical Explosation Pemut No standard application form, N/A
e ‘ Application fee based on structure size is charged. Must include descriptions & 15-2( days
D State Lakes Construction Fermit drawings of structure & proof of ownership of riparian property. N/A
[ 1| 401 Water Quality Certification N/A (10%%‘:2?:3)
I3 CAMA Permit for MAJOR development $250.00 fee must accompany application (ﬁssodj-:fa)
. . . . 22 davs
B CAMA Permit for MINOR development $50.00 fec must accompany application (25 d’a{fs)
Several geodetic monuments are located in or near the projeet area. If any monument needs to be moved or destroyed, please notify:
[t N.C. Geodetic Survey, Box 27687 Raleigh, NC 27611
@ Abandonment of any wells, if required must be in accordance with Tile 15A. Subchapter 2C.0100.
G Notification of the proper regional office is requested if "orphan” underground storage tanks {USTS) are discoverad during any excavation operation,
. L e ) s . 43 days
L_J Comphiance with 15A NCAC 2H 1000 (Coastal Stormwater Rules) is required. (N/A)
{:| Catawba, Jordan Lake, Randalman, Tar Pamlico or Neuse Riparian Buffer Rules required.
Plans and specifications for the construction, expansion, or alteration of a public water system must be approved by the Division of Water
D Resources/Public Water Supply Section prier to the award of a contract or the initiation of construction as per 154 NCAC 18C 0300 et seq. Plans and 30 dav
specifications should be submitted to 1634 Mail Service Center, Raleigh, North Carolina 27699-1634. Al public water suppiy systems must comply ays
with state and federal drinking water monitoring reqguirements. For more information, contact the Public Water Supply Section, {919} 707-9100.
If existing water hines will be relocated during the construction, plans for the water line relocation must be submitted to the Diviston of Water
m Resources/Public Water Supply Secuon at 1634 Mail Service Center, Raleigh, North Carolina 27699-1634. For more information, contact the Public 30 days
Water Supply Section, (919) 707-8100.
Other comments {attach additional pages as necessary, being cermain to cite comment authotity)
Diviston Initials | No Comments Date
comment Review
DAQ ddm | 11/7/16
DWR-WQROS ds || Amended Application 11/7/16
{Aquifer & Surface) | rb Ll Pecan Sola, LLCr-74.9 Solar Photovoltaic Electric Generating Facility - 11/4/16
Northampton County
A proiect that disturbs 1 acre or greater is required to secure an erosion
and sedimentation control plan and must comply with construction
stormwater permit conditions {NCG0O10000})
Project drains towards an Unnamed Cypress Creek, a class C Nutrient
Sensitive Waters in Chowan River Basin.
The USGS Topographic map depicted topographic crenulations, indicating
a possible stream, within project footprint. {Note: the soil survey was not
reviewed.)
If wetland or stream impacts are proposed, this project will need to
comply with/secure a 404 permit from the USACE and obtain a 401 Water
Quality Certification authorization
DWR-PWS [ /
DEMLR {LQ & SW) | cda > 10/26/16
DWM - UST MRP i 11/2/16
REGIONAL OFFICES.
Questions regarding these permits should be addressed to the Regional Office marked below.
[ Asheville Regional Office [ Mooresvilie Regional Office [} Wilmington Regional Office
2090 US Highway 70 610 East Center Avenue, Suite 301 127 Cardinal Drive Extension
Swannanoa, NC 28778 Mooresville, NC 28115 Wilmington, NC 28405

February 11, 2015
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(828) 296-4500

[} Fayetteville Regional Office
225 North Green Street, Suite 714
Fayetievilie, NC 28301-5043

{ 910} 433-3300

February 11,2015

(704) 663-1699

4 Raleigh Regional Office
3800 Barreit Drive, Suite 101
Raleigh, NC 27609
(919} 791-4200

7] washington Regional Cffice
943 Washington Square Mall
Washington, NC 27889
(232) 946-6481

{910} 796-7215

[l Winston-Salem Regional Office
450 West Hanes Mill Road, Suite 300
Winston-Salem, NC 27105
(336) 771-9800

OFFICIAL COPY

Nov 14 2016



PAT MCCRORY

Gowvernor
DOMALD ROVAN DER VAART
Secretary
Environmental
Quality
MEMORANDUM
To: Crystal Best

State Clearinghouse Coordinator
Department of Administration

From: Lyn Hardison Lﬁ%/

Division of Environmental Assistance and Customer Service
Environmental Assistance and Project Review Coordinator

RE: 17-0070 (15-0562 & 16-0001)
Environmental Review ~AMENDED Application of Pecan Solar, LLC for the
Certificate to construct a 74.9-MW Solar Photovoltaic Electric Generating Facility
Northampton County

Date: September 6, 2016

The Department of Environmental Quality has reviewed the proposal for the referenced project. Based on
the information provided, severa! of our agencies have identified permits that may be required and
offered some vaiuable guidance . The comments are attached for the applicant’s review.

if the applicant has any guestions pertaining to NCDEQ permitting processes, please suggest to the
applicant to contact David Lee, Permit Assistance Coordinator, in the Departrent’s Raleigh Regional
Office, (919)791-4200 for more permitting assistance. The proposed project is located within his

geographic working territory.

Thank you for the opportunity to respond.

Attachment

State of North Carolina | Envirenmental Quality
943 Washington Square Mall | Washington, North Carolina 27889
252-546-6481
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State of North Carelina
Department of Environment and MNatural Resources
INTERGOVERNMENTAL REVIEW - PROJECT COMMENTS

Reviewing Office: Raleigh

Project Number 17-0070  Due Date: 9/1/2016
County NORTHAMPTON

After review of this project it has been determined that the ENR permit(s} and/or approvals indicated may need to be obtained in order for this project to comply with
North Carolina Law. Questions regarding these permits should be addressed to the Regional Office indicated on the reverse of the form. All apphications, information

and guidelines relative to these plans and permits are available from the same Regional Office.

- . Normal Process Time

PERMITS SPECIAL APPLICATION PROCEDURES or REQUIREMENTS {statutory tinse Kt}
3, : . intar frme - N LN
Permit o ?GI}SEILFC{ & Operale wastewaies iacfi.ﬁmlcm {dc.i’meb’ Application 90 days before begin construction or award of construction 30 days
sewer svstem extensions & sewer systems not discharging } L ; ’
o ) contracts. On-site inspection. Post-application technical conference usual. (90 days)
inte state surface waters. d
NPDES - permit to discharge into surface water and/or Apphc?{mn !8{). days before begin activity. On.-s‘;ﬂe inspection. Pre-

st fo oneraic and constract wastewater facilities application conference usual. Additionally, obtain permit to construct 90-120 days
perimil o Op(.m_i . b wastewater treatment facilivy-granted after NPDES. Reply time, 30 days after (N/AY
discharging into state surface waters. e .o ) o : ; e : ’
recerpt of plans or 1ssue of NPDES permit-whichever is later,

; PR S ot RN 30 days
Water Use Permit Pre-application technical conference usually necessary N/
Well Construction Permit Complete application must be received and permit issued prior to the 7 days

installation of a well, {15 days)
Application copy must be served on each adjacent riparian property owner.
; ) Cn-site inspection. Pre-application conference usual Filling may require 35 davs
4\ 5y 3 v 2
Dredge and Fill Permit Easement to Fill from N.C. Department of Administration and (90 days)
Federal Dredge and Fill Permit.
Pernmnit to construct & operate Air Pollution Abatement Apphcaﬂ,ﬂn must be Supmme‘d and permit r_ece’ve‘j?i.ﬂmr oo
facilities andior Fnmssion Sources 46 per 15 A NCAC construction and operation of the source. If a permit is required in an 90 davs
(2LQl 0100 tha 26 Oéb(}) S a8 P ' area without local zoning, then there are addinonal requirements and ¥$
’ ' tmetines (20Q.0113)
Permil to construct & operate Transportation Facility as per | Application must be submitled at least 90 days prior to construction 20 days
15A NCAC (2D.0800, 20,0601 or madification of the source. ¥
Any open buming associated with subject proposal must be
in compliance with 15 A NCAC 2D.19G0
Demolition or renovations of structures containing asbestos
material must be in complisnee with 15 4 NCAC 201110 60 davs
(&) (1} which requires notification and removal prior to NiA {50 da'vs}
demolition. Contact Ashestos Control Group 919-707-5950, N
Complex Seurce Penmut required under 15 A NCAC
200800
The Sedimentation Poliution Control Act of 1973 must be properiy addressed for any land disturbing activity, An erosion & sedimentation
control plan will be required if one or more acres 1o be disturbed. Plan filed with proper Regional Office (Land Cuality Section) At least 30 20 days
days before beginning activity. A fee of $65 for the first acre or any part of an acre. An express review option is available with additional (30 days)
fees.
Sedimentation and erosion control must be addressed in accordance with NCDOT s approved program. Particular attention should be given (30 davs)
to design and installation of appropriate perimeter sediment trapping devices as well as stabie stormwater conveyances and outlets. : ’ "
On-site inspection usual. Surety bond filed with ENR Bond amount varies
with type mine and nuraber of acres of affected land. Any arc mined greater 30 days

Mining Permit

than one acre must be permitted. The appropriate bond must be received
before the perm can be issued.

(60 days)

On-sife inspection by N.C. Division Forest Resources if permit excecds 4

. ; ) I day
N y ‘o av "
orth Caroling Buraing permit days (NAY
) . . -site ingpection by N.C. Division Forest Res s ired "if
Special Ground Clearance Burning Permit - 22 On-sit ,"_1 pection by C ' 1.5‘10‘1‘ OZEST.REQOWCEQ requzr_ed il more than 1 day
o ) . five acres of ground clearing activities are mvolved. Inspections should be \
counties in coastal N.C. with organic sotls = {N/AY

requested at least ten days before actual bum is planned.”

Oi Refining Facilities

N/A

G0-120 days

(N/A)
If permit required, application 60 days before begin construction, Applicant
must hire N.C. qualified engineer to! prepare plans, inspect construction.
certify construction is according to ENR approved plans May also require
. . pernyt under mosquito control program. And a 404 permit from Cormps of 30 days
Pam Safety Permit Engincers. An inspection of site is necessary fo verify Hazard Classification. (60 days)

A minimum fee of $200.00 must accompany the apphication. An additional
processing fee based on a percentage or the total project cost will be reguired
upon conipletion.

PR TT T NI TR L AR R
Yt
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County NORTHAMPTON Project Number: 17-0070 Due Date: 9/1/2016 ' .
Normal Process Time
{staturory tme Himit)
SPECIAL APPLICATION PROCEDURES or REQUIREMENTS
File surety bond of $5.000 with ENR running to State of NC conditional that any welt 10 davs
[:[ Permit to deill exploratory ofl or gas well opencd by drill eperator shall, upon abandonment, be plugged according 1o ENR rules NA
and repulations. '
D Gieophysical Exploration Permit Apphcaﬁnn filed _\mﬂ} ENR at feast 10 davs prior todssue of permit. Application by letter | ] [(i?ys
No standard application form, NAA
o e . o Apphcation fee based on stiucture size is charged. Must include descriptions & 15-20 days
D Staie Lakes Construction Permit drawings of structure & proof of ownership of riparian property, N/A
“Yaality et & days
D 401 Water Quality Certification N/A (130 days)
D CAMA Permit for MAJOR development $230.00 fee must accompany application {;5‘{2)%?55)
B CAMA Permit for MINOR development $350.00 fee must secompany application (gi gj:i:)
Severail geodetic monuments are kocated 1n or near the project area. I any monument needs 1o be moved or desiroved, please notfy:
[} N.C Geadetic Survay, Rox 27687 Raieigh, NC 27511
Abandonment of any wells, if required must be in accordance with Title 15A. Subchapter 2C 0100,
[:_I Notification of the proper regional office is requested i "orphan” underground storage tanks {USTS) are discovered during any excavation operation.
m Compliance with 15A NCAC 2H 1000 (Coastal Stormwater Rules) is reguired 4(3?\32%5
D Catawba, Jordan Lake, Randatman, Tar Pamlico or Neuse Riparian Buffer Rules required,
Plans and specifications for the consiruction, expansion, or alteration of a public water system must be approved by the Division of Water
D Resources/Public Water Supply Section prior to the award of a contract or the mitiation of construction as per 15A NCAC 18C 0300 et. seq. Plans and 10 davs
specifications should be submitted to 1634 Mail Service Center, Raleigh, Notth Carolima 27699-1634. All public water supply svstems must comply ) ¥
with state and federal drinking water monitoring requirements. For more information, cortact the Public Water Supply Section, (919} 7079100
If exigting water lines will be relocated during the construction. plans for the water Iine relocation must be submitted to the Division of Water
E:[ Resources/Public Water Supply Section at 1634 Mail Service Center, Raleigh, North Carolina 27699-1634, For more information, contact the Public 30 days
Water Supply Section, (9193 707-6100.
Other comments {attach additional pages as necessary, being certain to cite comment authority)
Division Initials | No Comments Date
comment Review
DAQ ddm [ ] 8/23/16
DWR-WQROS ds L Pecan Solar, LLC 9/3/16
(Aguifer & Surface) | rb O] Docket #SP-5273 Sub 0 additional Parcels. Data within the submittals 9/2/16
failed to include a vicinity maps {that | could find). A desk top project
review of the additional parcels could be completed. The below listed
comments are from data provided during a previous submittal. This
comments remain applicable, especially given the original submittal.
16-0001
Pecan Solar, LLC
- A project that disturbs 1 acre or greater is required £o secure an erosion
and sedimentation control plan and must comply with construction
stormwater permit conditions (NCG010000)
-The project is in the Chowan River Basin {unnamed tributary to Cypress
Creel¢ Class C- NSW ).
The USGS Topographic map depicted crenulations that are within the
project footprint. {Note: the soil survey was not reviewed.}
- I recommend a stream determination to ensure compliance with
404/401 expectations and riparian buffer rules
if stream or wetland impacts are proposed, this project will need to
compiy with/secure a 404 permit from the USACE, and obtain 2 401 Water
Quality: Certification.authorization. .
- in addition to the solar panel production field area, access roads and
utilities impacts to waters or wetiands will need to be properily permitted.
DWR-PWS NA _ NA /
DEMLR {LQ & SW) JLH - Mo further comments appear to be needed. 9/1/16

Tebruary 11, 2013
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DWM - UST TmRe [ X | 9/1/16
REGIONAL OFFICES
(uestions regarding these permits shouid be addressed to the Regional Office marked below.

[ Ashevilie Regional Gffice {1 Mooresville Regional Office 1 Wilmingion Regional Office
2090 US Highway 70 610 East Center Avenue, Suite 301 127 Cardinal Drive Extension
Swannanoa, NC 28778 Mooresville, NC 28115 Wilmington, NC 28405
{828) 296-4500 (704) 663-1699 (910) 796-7215

[ Fayetteville Regional Office [] Raieigh Regional Office ] Winston-Salem Regional Office
223 North Green Street, Suite 714 3800 Barrett Drive, Suite 101 450 West Hanes Mill Road, Suite 300
Fayettevilie, NC 28301-5043 Raleigh, NC 27609 Winston-Salem, NC 27105

{ 910)433-3300 {919) 791-4200 (336) 771-9800

[ ] Washington Regional Gffice
943 Washington Square Mall
Washington, NC 27889
{252} 946-6481

Febraary 11, 2013
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NCDENR

North Carolina Department of Environment and Natural Resources

Pat McCrory Denald R. ven der Vaart -
Govarnor Secretary
MEMORANDUM
TO: Crystai Best

State Clearinghouse

FROM: Lyn Hardison OQ‘Q’/
Division of Environmental Assistance and Customer Service
Permit Assistance & Project Review Coordinator

RE: 16-0001 (15-0562)
Environmental Review ~AMENDED Application of Pecan Solar, LLC for Certificate to
construct a 74.9 MW Solar Photovoltaic Electric Generating Facility
Northampton County

Date: August 7, 2015

The Department of Environment and Natural Resources has completed its review of the proposal for the
referenced project. Based on the information provided, several of our agencies have identified permits
that may be reguired. The agencies have offered some valuabie guidance to be performed prior to
application submittals and ground disturbance which wiil help reduce any impacts to the natural
resources within the project area. The comments are atiached for the applicant’s review,

it is suggested to the applicant to contact NC Wildlife Resources Commission if the site attracts large
numbers of migratory bird or observes fatalities or injured bird.

if the applicant has any gquestions pertaining to NCDENR permitting processes, please suggest to the
applicant to contact David Lee, Permit Assistance Coordinator, in the Department’s Raleigh Regional
Office, {819)791-4200 for more permitting assistance. The proposed project is located within his
geographic working territory.

Thank you for the opportunity to respond.

Attachment

1636 Mait Service Center, Raleigh, Noth Caroling 27693-163%
Gustomer Sevice Toll Free 1-877-623-6748 \ Intamet: www.nedens.gov

An Equal Oppontunily | Alfimeative Action Employer - Made in part by recycled paper
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< North Carolina Wildlife Resources Commission <

Gordon Myers, Executive Director

MEMORANIIM

TO: Lyn Hardison, Environmental Assistance Coordinator
NCDENR Division of Environmental Assistance and Qutreach (DEAQ)

FROM: Maria T, Dunn, Northeast Coastal Region Coordinator
Habitat Conservation Program

DATE: July 28, 2015

SUBJECT: AMENDED - Pecan Solar, 74,9 MW Solar Facility, SP-5273 Sub G, Northampton
County, North Carolina.
OLIA No. 16-0601

Biologists with the North Carolina Wildlife Resources Commission (NCWRC) have reviewed the subject
document and we are familiar with the habitat values of the area, Our commerts are provided in
accordance with provisions of the Fish and Wildlife Coordination Act (48 8tat. 401, as amended; 16
U.5.C. 661-667¢), and North Carolina General Statutes (.5, 113-131 et seq.).

The applicant proposes to amend a previously reviewed project by including additional parcels to construct a
74.9 MW photovoliaic solar facility located east and west of Bethel Church Road approximately 0.6 (o 2
miles notth of the intersection of Bethel Church Road and Highway 186, 2 miles west of Seaboard, NC. This
project was reviewed and commented on prior to the current proposal {Dunn, 11 May 2015).

The NCWRC has reviewed the available information and would like to state concern with the portion of the
proposed project that lies within the wooded area. The proposed solar facility is very large and combined with
other large facilities will have a cumulative impact to wildlife habitats. The newly added parcel as well as
portions of the previously proposed project contains significant wooded areas. In general the NCWRC
supports solar facilities located in open areas. However, the conversion of forests and wetlands to support
solar development is cansing increasing concern due to the loss of wildlife habitat, the fragmentation of
wildiife habitat, and vegetative management needed post conversion for wetland and other forested areas.

We would also like to state concern regarding the location and size of this project in relation to foraging
habitats for migratory waterfowl, Agriculural lands in eastern North Carolina often provide foraging
opportunities for migratory waterfowl, especially in areas near natural waterbedies. The photovoltaic panels
may refiect sunlight and resemble a water surface, potentially drawing waterfow! in to land. We request that

Mailing Address: Division of Inland Fisheries » 1721 Mail Service Center » Raleigh, NC 27698-1721
Telephone: (9193 707-0220 « Fax: (919) 707-0028
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AMENDED Pecan Solar, LLC Page 2 July 28,2015
OLIA No, 16-0001

if this facility is constructed, any fatalities or injured birds be reported. it should also be noted that as
agricultural lands are transformed into solar facilities, winter foraging habitats for migratory waterfow| are
lost. The cumulative loss of fand may be of significant concern in time.

In addition to these concerns, the following statements should be observed:

1. Maintain or establish 2 minimum 100-foot undisturbed, nattve forested buffer along each side of
perennial streams and 50-foot undisturbed, native forested buffer along each side of intermittent
streams and wetlands. Forested riparian buffers provide habitat areas for aguatic and terrestrial
wildlife species and travel corridors for terrestrial wildlife. In addition, forested riparian buffers
protect water quality by stabilizing stream banks and filtering stormwater runoff,

2. Avpid or minimize impacts to wetlands during construction. |n addition to providing wildlife
habitat, wetland areas perform important functions of flood control and water quality proteciion.
US. Army Corps of Engineers Section 404 permits and N.C. Division of Water Resources
Section 401 Certifications are needed for any impacts to jurisdictional streams or wetlands.
Tempoerarily disturbed wetland areas should be returned to original soils and contours, and
reseeded with annual small grains appropriate for the season (e.g. cats, miliet, rye, wheat, or rye
grass) and should be allowed to revert {0 natural wetland vegetation.

3. If additional overhead transimission lines will be installed, then measures to minimize impacts to
birds should be implemented. These can include increasing line visibility, insulating wires to
cover exposed connections, and increasing the distance between wires so no contact with ground
or other energized wire can be made. For mere information see
http: Y wwew, fws, govibirds/documenis/sowerlines.pdf

4, Where feasible, consider establishing grassland habitats on the site, These are drought tolerant
and require minimal mowing maintenance once established, Grassiands provide habitat for
migratory and resident birds and small mammals particularly if mowing is done only in late
winter/early spring after winter cover needs are reduced and before nesting occurs, For moere
information on grassland habitats and establishment, please contact Laura Fogo, 118, Fish and
Wildlife Service, at (910} 695-3323 or laura {ogofnfvwes.goy.

5 If pesticides or chemicals will be used for site maintenance, then stormwater runoff from the site
should be direcied to bio-relention areas prior to discharge to streams or wetlands to provide
additional protection for water quality and aquatic and terrestrial wildiife habitats.

&. Sediment and erosion control measures should be installed prior to any land clearing or
construction, These measures should be routinely inspected and properly maintained, Excessive
silt and sediment loads can have numercus detrimental effects on aquatic resources including
destruction of spawning habitat, suffocation of eges, and clopging of gills of aquatic species.

7. Measures to mitigate secondary and cumulative impacts can be found in NCWRC’s Guidarnce
Memorandum to Address and Mitigate Secondary and Cumulative Impacts to Aquatic and
Terrestrial Wildlife Resources and Water Quality (August 2002;
hepe/Awww newildlife org/Portals//Conserving/docunenis/ 2002 GuidanceMemorandumiorSeco
ndarvandCumulativelmpacts.pdf.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment an this project. If our agency can be of further assistance,
please contact me-at (252794839 & orat rerindun@newildiifeory
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State of North Carolina
Department of Environment and Naturat Resources

INTERGOVERNMENTAL REVIEW - PROJECT COMMENTS

Reviewing Office: RRO

Project Number 16-0001
County NORTHAMPTON

Due Date: 8/3/2015

Afler review of this project it has been determined that the ENR penmit{s) and/or approvals indicated may nced to be obtained in order for this praject to comply with
North Carolina Law. Questiens regarding these permits should be addressed to the Regional Office mdicated on the reverse of the form. All applications, mformation
and guidetings relative 1o these plans and permils are available from the same Regional Office,

PERMITS

SPECIAL APPLICATION PROCEDURES or REQUIREMENTS

Mormal Process Time
{statutory time hmit)

Permit 10 construct & operate wastewater treatment facilities,
sewer system extensions & sewer systems not discharging
nio state surface waters.

Application 90 days before begin construction or award of construction
conirasts. On-sife tnspection. Post-application technical conterence usual,

30 days
(90 days)

NPDES - permit to dischacge into surface water and/er
permit {o operate and construct wastewater faciities

Appiication 180 days before begin activity. Onesite inspection. Pre-
application cenference usual. Additionally, oblain permit to construcs

90120 days

; o wastewaier reatinent facility-granted after NPDES, Reply time, 30 days after {N/AY
discharging into state surface waters receipt of pans or issue of NPDES permit-whichever is fater,
B Water Use Permit Pre-appitcation technival conference usually necessary 3&"}‘:’}5
. ) Complete application must be received and peemil issued prior to the 7 days
Ej Well Constrizcion Pernmit instatiation of a well {15 days)
Agpplication copy must be served on each adjacent parian property oWnRer
. . On-site inspection, Pre-application conference wynal. Filling may reguire 55 davs
D Dredge and Fill Perma Easernent to Fill from N.C. Department of Administration and {50 days)
Federal Dredge and Fill Permit,
. " . Application must be submitted and permit teceived prior to
Per.ml‘t @ cozislruci & operate A Pol%unon_ Aba}emem construction and operation of the sovrce. If a persmit is required in an y
D facililies and/or Ersission Seurces as per |5 A NCAC ‘ : ! - 90 duys
(2Q.0100 theu 20 9300) area without local zoning, then there are additional requirerents and
e e fimetines {20113}
Permit to constiuct & operate Transportation Faeility as per | Application must be submitted at least 90 days prior to construclion 90 days
154 NCAC (2D.6800, 2Q.0601 or modification of the sowrce, ¥
4 Any open burning associated with subject proposal must be
e | in compliance with 15 A NCAC 20,1560
[remplition or renovations of strugtures coriaining ashestos
D matenial must be in compliance wirh 13 A NCAC 20,1110 60 days
{a) {1) which requires notification and removal prior o WA (99 doys)
demelition. Contagt Asbestos Conirol Group 919-707-5950.
G Compiex Source Permit required under |5 A NCAC
2D.0800
The Sediirentation Pollution Contred Act of 1973 must be properly addeessed for any land disturbing activity, An erosion & sedimentation
g contro] plan will be reguired if one oF more acres (o be disturbed. Plan fied with proper Regional Office {Land Quality Section) At least 39 20 days
days before beginning activity. A fee of $65 for the first acre or apy part 0fan acre. An sxpress Teview option is available with additional (30 days)
fees.
[:i Sedimentation and erosion control must be addressed in accordance with NCDOT s approved program. Particular atfention should be given (30 days)
1o design and instailation of appropriate perimeter sediment trapping devices as well as stabie stormwater conveyances and outlets. g
On-site inspection usual. Surety bond filed with ENR Bond amount varies
D Miting Pernit with bype mine and number of acres of aftected fand. Any are mined greater 30 days
& than one acre must be permitted. The appropriate bond must be received (G0 days)
before the persuis con be issued
On-site inspection by N.C. Division Ferest Resources if permit exceeds 4 ! day
G Notth Carciina Burning permit days Y
(NIA)
) X o Oni-siie inspection by N.C. Division Forest Resourees reguized “if more than )
i Special Ground Clearance Buring Pennt - 27 five acres of ground clearing activities ace mvolved. Inspections should be ! day
countigs in constal N.C, with organic soils (N/A)

reguested at least ten days before actual bun 15 planned.”

Oil Refining Facilities

M/A

93-120 days

{N/A)
If parmit requized, application 60 days befors begin construction. Applicant
must hite N.C qualified engineer 1o: prepare plans, inspect construction,
centify construction is according to ENR approved plans. May also require
e R E . pertmit under masquito control pregram. And a 404 parmit from Corps of 30 days
D Dum Safety Permit Engineers. An inspestion of site is necessary 1 verify Hazard Classification. (60 days}

(e 2R T - I T A

A minimu fze of 320060 must accompany the application. An addiisonal
processing fee based on a percenlage or the totad project cost will be required
upon completion.
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COUH{}’ MNORTHAMPTON Pr{)j ect Number: _i_é-OODE Due Date: 8/5/2015
Normal Process Time
{statutory time lmig
PERMITS SPECIAL APPLICATION PRCCEDURES or REQUIREMENTS
File surety bond of 33,000 with ENR running 10 State of NC conditional that any weil 10 davs
{:} Permit to deill exploratory oif or gas well opened by diill operator shall, upon abandonment, be plugged according to ENR rules \J;fi
and reguiations. ’
it e Appligation filed with ENR at feast {0 days prior to issug of permil.  Application by 16 days
m Geaphysicn: Exploration Permit ledter. No siandard application form. NA
E:] Stale Lakes Consrnetion Permit Appiig&iiox‘a fee b@cd on slmcml.'e sige. i§ charged. Miust inc?udc FiESCﬁiptions & 1520 days
drawings of structure & proot of ewsnership of riparian property, NA
D 401 Water Quality Centification WA {gg?g;)
N , ’ 55 days
D CANA Permit for MAJOR develspinent 8250.00 fee musi accompany applicalion (150 days)
. . . . i 22 days
D CAMA Permit for MINOR development $50.00 fee must accompany application €35 days;
Several geodetic monuments ace located in or near the project :area. If any monumient needs w be moved or destroyed, pleasa notify:
E:! N.C. Geodetic Survey, Box 27687 Raleigh, NC 17611
E_—_] Abandoament of any wells, if required must be in aceordance with Title 15A. Subchapter 2C.0100.
i:;] Notificatzon of the proper regional office is requested i "orphan” underground storage tanks (US'TS) are discovered dwng any excavation operaiion
. ) . . . 45 days
D Complignce with 154 NCAC 2H 1060 (Coastal Stermwater Rules) is required VA)
D Catawba, Jordan Lake, Randaiman, Tar Pamlico or Neuse Ripartan Bufler Rules required,
Plans and specifications for the construgtion. expansion, or alteration of a public water system must be approved by the Division of Water
D Resources/Public Water Supply Section prior to the award of a contraet o7 the initiation of construction as per [5A NCAC 18C .0300 et. seq. Plans and 30 days
speeificanons should be submitted to 1634 Mail Service Center, Raleigh, North Caredina 276591634, All public water supply gystems must comply ¥
with state and federal drinking water menitoring tequitements. For more imformation, contact the Public Water Supply Section, (9193 767-9108
If existing water lines wilt be relocated during the construction, plans for the water line relocation must be submitted to the Division of Water
[] Regources/Public Water Supply Section a1 1634 Mail Service Center, Rafeigh, North Caroling 276991634, Far more tnformation, condact the Public 30 days
Water Supply Section, ($19) 707-4160.
Other comments {attach additional pages as necessary, being cerlan te cite commnent authority)
Division initials | No Comments Date
comment Review
DAC ddm L] _ 7/17/20
DWR-WQROS ds M i - A project that disturbs 1 acre or greater is required to secure an erosion 8/4/15
{Aquifer & Surface) | rb [: and sedimentation control plan and must comply with construction &/5/15
stormwater permit conditions (NCGG10000}
-The project is in the Chowan River Basin {unnamed tributary to Cypress
Creek Class C - NSW },
The USGS Topographic map depicted crenulations that are within the
project footprint. {Note: the soll survey was not reviewad.)
-1 recommend a stream determination to ensure compliance with
404/401 expectations and riparian buffer rules
If stream or wetiand impacts are proposed, this project will need to
comply with/secure a 404 permit from the USACE, and obtain a 401 Water
Quality Certification authorization .
- i1t addition to the solar panel production fleld area, access roads and
utilities impacts to waters or wetlands will need to be properly permitted.
DWR-PWS MN/A j F
DEMLR {LQ & SW) | JLH ] Although mentioned in the report, the S&E plan item is checked for 7124715
additional detall.
DWW - UST MRP >4 g/5/15

February 11,2018
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REGIONAL QFFICES
Questions regarding these permits should be addressed to the Regional Office marked below,
[] Ashevilie Regional Office L] Mooresville Regional Office [} Wiimington Regional Office
20690 Us Highway 70 610 East Center Avenue, Suite 301 127 Cardinal Drive Extension
Swannanoa, NC 28778 Mooresville, NC 28113 Wilmington, NC 25405
(828} 296-4500 {704) 663-1659 (910) 7967215
[7] Fayetteville Regional Office Raleigh Regional Cffice {7} Winston-Salem Regional Offiee
225 North Green Street, Suite 714 3800 Barrett Drive, Suite 101 450 West Hanes Mill Road, Suite 300
Fayetteville, NC 28341-5043 Raleigh, NC 27609 Winston-Salerm, NC 271035
{ 910)433-3300 (919) 7914200 (336) 771-9806

[] Washington Regional ({fice
943 Washington Square Mall
Washington, NC 27889
(252) 946-6481

February 11, 2015
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NMORTH CAROLINA STATE CLEARINGHOUSE
DEPARTMENT OF ADMINISTRATION

INTERGOVERNMENTAL REVIEW
COUNTY: NORTHAMPTON H1: ENERGY RELATED STATE NUMBER: 17-E~-4600-021
FACILITLES/ACTIVITIES DATE RECEIVED: 10/11/2016
AGENCY RESPONSE: 11/07/2016
REVIEW CLOSED: 11/106/201¢6
M5 PAULA CUTTS

CLEARINGHCOUSE COORDINATOR

DPS - DIV OF EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT "@5 B
FLOODPLAIN MANAGEMENT PROGRAM ;
4218 MAIL SERVICE CENTER

RALEIGH NC

s

3y
g

REVIEW DISTRIBUTION

DEPT OF AGRICULTURE

DEPT OF ENVIRONMENTAL QUALTTY

DEPT OF NATURAL & CULTURAL RESOURCE

DEPT OF TRANSPORTATION

DNCR - DIV OF PARXKS AND RECREATION

DPS - DIV OF EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT

UPPER COASTAL PLAIN COG

FROJECT INFORMATION

APPLICANT: North Carclina Department of Commerce

TVPE: State Envircnmental Polilcy Act
Envirconmental Review

DESC: Amended aApplication of Pecan Solar, LLC for Certificate to construct a 74.9 MW
Solar Photovoltaic Electric Gemerating Facility in Northampton Co. Docket
#8B-5273, Sub 0. - View document at
hriop://starwl.ncuc.net/NCUC/portal /ncocuc/page/Dockets/portal .aspx, Type SP-5273
Sub 0 in the Docket Number search line.

Located east and west of Bethel Church Road approximately .6 to 2 miles north of
the intersection of Bethel Church Reoad and Highway 186 in an unincorporated arez
approximately 2 miles east of Seaboard, NC

Amended due to the additicnal land added to the facllity site.

CROSS~REFERENCE NUMBER: 17-E-4600-0070

The attached project has been submitted to the N. C. State Clearinghouse for
intergovernmental review. Please review and submit yvour response by the above
indicated date to 1301 Mail Service Center, Ralelgh NC 276929-1301.

If additional review time is needed, please contact this office at (319)807-2425.

AS A RESULT OF TYIS REVIEW THE FOLLOWING IS SUBMITTED: E——»m@ COMMENT D COMMENTS ATTACHED

SIGNED BY:

DATE: m{/{?f(,é

DOCTET

tery’s

| ECE e
pk SERd, T

I

T
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0034,
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NORTH CAROLINA STATE CLEARINGHOUSE
DEPARTMENT OF ADMINISTRATION

5=
INTERGOVERNMENTAL REVIEW [

COUNTY : NORTHEAMPTON H1i: ENERGY RELATED STATE NUMBER: 17—3—4600—021%3
FACILITIES/ACTIVITIES DATE RECEIVED: 10/11/2016

AGENCY RESPONSE: 11/07/2016 <

REVIEW CLOSED: 11/10/2016 0

TH

TH

MS CARRIE ATEKINSON QECENVE, O

CLEARINGHOUSE COORDINATOR
DEPT OF TRANSPORTATION
STATEWIDE PLANNING - MSC #1554 AT a0 g
RALEIGH NC

REVIEW DISTRIBUTION Cifice

ey gt
LECrean s

DEPT OF AGRICULTURE

DEPT OF ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY

DEPT OF NATURAL & CULTURAL RESOURCE

DEPT OF TRANSPORTATION

DNCR - DIV OF PARKS AND RECREATION

DPS - DIV OF EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT

UPPER COASTAL PLAIN COG

PROJECT INFORMATION

APPLICANT: North Carclina Department of Commerce

TYPE: State Environmental Policy Act
Environmental Review

B

Nov 14 2016

DESC: Amended Application of Pecan Sclar, LLC for Certificate to construct a 74.% MW
Sclar Photoveltaic Electric Generating Facility in Northampton Co. Docket
#8P-5273, Sub 0. - View document at
http://starwl . ncuc.net /NCUC/portal/ncuc/page/Dockets/portal .aspx, Tyvpe SP-5273
Sub 0 in the Docket Number search line.

Located east and west of Bethel Church Road approximately .6 to 2 miles north of
the intersection of Bethel Church Rcoad and Highway 186 in an unincorporated area
approximately 2 miles east of Seaboard, NC

Amended due to the additional land added to the facility site.

CROSS-REFERENCE NUMBER: 17-E-4600-0070

The attached project has been submitted to the N. C. State Clearinghouse for
intergovernmental review. Please review and submit vour response by the above
indicated date to 1301 Mail Service Center, Raleigh NC 27699-1301.

I1f additional review time 1is needed, please contact this office at {(919)807-2425.

AS A RESULT OF THIS REVIEW TH%/}OLLOWING IS SUBMITTED: NO COMMENT D COMMENTS ATTACHED

.
SIGNED BY: Kw///~ﬁﬁii; e
£ —

llllll e DATE : Of:)[ . \7; Z. 0 i é,;

<



NORTH CAROLINA ETATE CLEARINGHOUSE
DEPARTHMENT OF ADMINISTRATION
ITNPERGOVERNMENTAL REVIEW
COUNTY : NORTHAMPTON H1l: ENERGY BELATED STATE NUMBER; 1T-E-4600-0216
FACTLITIES/ACTIVITIES DATE RECEIVED: 10/m;/2016

AGENCY RESPONSE: 11/07/2016
REVIEW CLOSED: 1171072016

MR JUSTIN WILLIAMSON
CLEARINGHOUSE COORDINATOR

DNCE - DIV OF PARKS AND RECREATION
161% MAIL SERVICE CENTER

RALEIGH NC

REVIEW DISTRIBUTION

DEPT OF AGRICULTURE

DEPT OF ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY

DEPT OF NATURAL & CULTURAL RESOQURCE

DEPT OF TRANSPORTATION

DNCR ~ DIV OF PARKS AND RECREATION

DPE -~ DIV OF BMERGENCY MANAGEMENT

UPPER COASTAL PLAIN COG

PROJECT INFORMATION

APPLICANT: North Carolina Department of Commerce

TYPE: State Environmental Policy Act
Envirconmental Review

DESC: Amended Applicatlon of Pecan Solar, LLC for Certificate to gonstruct & 74.9% Mw
Solar Photovoltalc Electric Generating Facility in Nerthampton Co. Docket
#8FP-5273, sub 0. - View document at
http://starwl .nouc . net /NCUC/portal /nouc/page/Dockets/portal laspx, Type SP-5273
Suk ¢ in the Docket Number search lins.

Lacated east and west of Bethel Church Road approximately .6 to 2 miles north of
the intersection of Bethel Church Road and Highway 18f in an unincorporated area
approximateliy 2 miles east of Seaboard, NC

Amended due to the additioconal land added to the facility site.

CROSS-REFERENCE NUMBER: L7~E-4600-0070
The attached projact has been submitted to the N. C. State Clesaringhouse for
intergovernmental review. Please review and submit vour response by the above

-

indicated date to 1301 Mail Service Center, Raleigh NC 27685-1301.

If additional review time 1s needed, please contact thisg office at {(919)807-2425.

AS A RESULT OF THIS REVIEW THE FOLLOWING I8 SUBMITTED: [:],NO COMMENT [i] COMMENTS ATTACHED

SIGNED BY: u’m 7, vg/ PP DATE: SO I [
,’;7 [ T

i F

\
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